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$60,000 Continental Tyres Cup 


By John Economos 


|HE CONTINENTAL 

TYRES CUP knock-out 

competition was launched 
last week at the Rydges Hotel at 
Parramatta, Sydney, in front of 
just over 100 guests that included 
Club officials from no less than 66 
teams which will participatetin 
this cash-rich Cup kicking off on 
Saturday 26th of this month, 

‘The 66 teams that will battle for 
the Continental Tyres Cup is a 
cocktail-mix of sides from Soccer 
NSW's Division 1, 2, 3, plus teams 
from the Super and Premier 
Leagues. 

The Cup Final will be played on 
Saturday May 2ist with the even- 
tual Winner not only snaring the 
Cup, but grabbing a cheque from 
Continental Tyres for $20,000. The 
Runner-up will not leave the 
Stadium empty handed as they 
will receive a cash consolation 


cheque for $8,000. 


All Stars promise 
attacking feast 


As well as the Cup Finalists, 
more cheques will be in the 
Continental pipeline. 

Third and fourth place-getters 
will receive cheques for $4,000 
each, whilst quarter finalists each 
will receive $2,000. 

This will be the second consecu- 
tive year that Continental Tyres 
has sponsored the Cup plus cash 


prizes. 

Continental Tyres is a presti- 
gious name all over Europe in the 
automotive industry and in fact is 
an official sponsor with FIFA in 
the World Cup. 

‘The new format for this year's 
Continental Tyres Cup is as fol- 
lows: 

a) No teams will be seeded. 

b) The Premier League sides 
will only enter the Cup in Round 3, 
almost ala the England FA Cup. 

©) Round 1, which kicks-off on 
the 26th and 27th of this month, 
will see 18 maiches played involy- 
ing a mix of 36 teams from the 
Soccer NSW Divisions 1, 2 and 3. 


Soccer NSW's C.E.0. Rob Waddell, ABSW's 
John Economos and Soccer NSW Director Ross Kelly. 


joining the squad 


The Libyan team and dele- 


promised an open, 
attacking style of play in the 
international friendship 
match against Libya, despite 
a dramatic late reshuffle in 
his line up. 

On Monday, star goalkeeper 
Clint Bolton was called up for 
the Socceroos’ match in South 
Attica, leaving the All Stars 
without the in-form keeper and 
his calming presence. 

"There's no doubt the loss of 
Bolton will hurt us, purely 
because he's in such great form 
for APLA. and that confi- 
dence would bave flowed to 
the defence," said Culina 

"In a game where everyone 
is being thrown together for a 
one-off match, we really need 
to quickly gel as a team and 
Bolton gave us that certainty 
and experience.” 

Sydney United keeper Liam 
Reddy is set to takeover 
Bolton's position, with St 
George keeper Andrew Crews. 


‘SW All Stars coach now join ' 
Branko Culina has Following the Bolton change, 


Luke Wilkshire and Archie 
Thompson have re-entered the 
fold in Frank Farina’s squad, 
while Josip Skoko and hard- 
man Kevin Muscat have been 
ruled ruled out. 

Tim Cahill is also in doubt 
and was having an MRI scan to 
determine the extent of an 
injury picked up in the match 
against Southampton last 
weekend. [f Cahill isn’t able to 
travel, Farina is likely to stick 
to 19 players for the match. 

Culina has predicted a goal 
fest ahead of the state team’s 
one-off showdown with Libya 
tomorrow night (Wednesday) 
at the Sydney United Sports 
Centre. 

“It would not surprise me 
cane bit to see this game end 
3-all,” said Culina. 

“Lam genuinely excited by 
the quality of the New South 
Wales team and we intend to 


night.” SS 


tum it on this Wednesday —offer of free 


gation has made a splash 
around Sydney, with Saadi 
Gadhafi, the third son of the 
Libyan leader Colonel 
Muammer Gadhafi, attracting 
plenty of media interest as well 
as many high-profile govem- 
ment meetings in Sydney and 
Canberra. 

Culina spent.a busy Sunday 
afternoon casting his eye over 
the Libyan training session and 
was impressed with what he 
saw, 

“They look to be a very fluid 
and cohesive side who use the 
ball intelligently,” said Culina. 

“They are currently second 
in their group for the World 
Cup and sre in front-of a team 
like Cameroon, so these guys 
know how to play football and 
score goals.” 

All tickets purchased at last 
weekend’s NSW Premier 
League games have # bonus 
entry at 
‘Wednesday nights game, 


Sandy \Gadhafi. 


d) Round 2 to be played on 2nd 
and 9th of March will involve the 
18 Winners from Round 1 to take 
on 14 teams from the NSW Super 
League in 16 fixtures. 

e) Round 3 sees the elite teams 
from the Premier League step into 
the Continental Cup competition. 
This Round will be staged on the 
3rd and 23rd of March, again 
comprising 16 fixtures to take on 
the 16 Winners from Round 2. 

‘And here the Cup really heats 
up as no less than 10 of the 16 
Premier League teams have been 
drawn to clash with an opponent 
from their very own lofty League. 

For exampie, in Fixture No 46, 
heavyweights Sydney Olympic will 
collide with none other than arch 
rivals Marconi, with Olympic 
holding home advantage, 


‘The other four 'All-Premier 
League’ clashes are: 

Blue Devils vs Central Coast, 
Wollongong Wolves vs Parramatta 
Eagles, Bonnyrigg White Eagles vs 
Bankstown City Lions whilst 
Sydney Crescent Star, (Cup 
Winners last year in extra time 
over Bonnyrigg), take on Sydney 
United. 

‘A dampening, disadvantageous 
factor to strike some of the 
Premier League teams, is a ruling 
recently handed down by the | 
Football Federation of Australia, | 

‘The National ruling body has 
instructed that all players who 
have scored contracts with any 
of the new A-League teams, must 
cease playing for their State 
League teams as from the first of 
next month, 

(See page 15 for full-draw) 


Has attracted plenty of media attention 


since his arrival in Australia 
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‘amilton Academicals have 
leased Aussie defender 

Tain Fyfe. The Australia U23 
intemational was informed last 
week that he could leave 
boss Allan 


Hamilton by 
Maitland, 


Jain Fyfe: The former 
Adelaide Force defender 
could be on his way back 

fo the A-League 
The decision came as a sur- 
prise as Fyfe's presence at the 
tack for the Accies had coincid- 
ed with their best form of the sea- 
son. 

But an influx of new winter 
market signings forced Maitland 
to release the young centre-half. 
After considering his options, 
Fyfe is returning to Australia to 
chase an A-League contract. Its 
understood New Zealand 
Knights and hometown club 
Adelaide United have both been 
alerted to the defender's avail- 
ability. 
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i eee goalkeeper 

Schwarzer believes 
teammate and keeper rival Brad 
Jones has the talent to be a 
Premiership regular. Jones is 
understudy to Schwarzer at Boro 
and is currently playing on-loan 
at Blackpool. 

Australia Nol Schwarzer said: 
“Brad's a great keeper - I defi- 
nitely think he's good enough to 
play in the Premier League - but 
T don't know what he'll want to 
do, 

"His contract is up at the end 
of the season and I'd be surprised 
if the club didn't want to keep 
him, But it will depend on 
whether he wants-to leave - he 
might think his chances of play- 
ing regularly are better some- 
where else.” 


, 22a 


fff City defender Tony 

‘Vidmar almost retumed 10 
former club NAC Breda on 
transfer deadline day. 

NAC and Cardiff had agreed 
terms and Vidmar was in talks 
with Dutch officials on Monday, 
only for the deal to collapse 
hours away from the deadline, 

Tts understood NAC baulked 
at the Aussie's personal 


Borussia Monchengladbach 
had also been linked with the 
veteran stopper, while Cardiff 


aussiesabroad 


BY Mark Stavroulakis & Daniel Kuziow 


Tony Vidmar: His move to 
NAC Breda went sour at 
the Jast minute 
boss Lennie Lawrence said: "I 
know he’s been disappointed not 
to play more regularly of late. "I 
want Tony to stay, of course I do, 
and would like him to stay for 

fhext season too." 


kak 


ivingston boss Richard 
(Gough has released former 
club captain Stuart Lovell. 

‘The Australia international 
midfielder has signed for 
Scottish First Division Queen of 
the South, 

Lovell was contemplating on 
amoye back to the Australia for 
the start of the A-League but has 
decided to give Europe one more 
shot, 


ak 


‘mpoli FC have continued 
I ass trend in signing 
‘Australians after recruiting 19 
year-old Vedran Maric. 

Bom and bred in Sarajevo, 
Maric migrated to Australia with 
is family in 1995 and it was here 
he established firm connections 


rer wn 
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Vedran Maric: His services 
have been secured by 
Itallan Serie B side Empoli 
with the Bonnyrigg White 
Eagles, AC United and Fairfield 

Bulls, 

Maric was also apart of the 
NSW State Indoor side that 
toured New Zealand in 2001 and 
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also starred in the World 
Championships in indoor held in 
Paraguay where he held it as one 
of his greatest honours. 

In 2004, Maric was offered 
trials at Italian Serie B outfit 
Empoli. 

He impressed the Italian side 
so much that they asked Vedran 
to return in February to sign on 
with the Primavera squad this 
month. 

“T was ecstatic on the move, I 
really didn’t think twice about 
going for trials, I just went over 
there did my best and was 
delighted that they liked what 
‘they saw. 

*[ will be going to Empoli in 
February where I’ve been asked 
that if I do well then they will 
extended my contract.” 

Maric joins another Australian 
player in Dez Giraldi who has 
done extremely well since his 
initial move to Ttaly. 


KKK 


‘cott McDonald admits help- 

ing Motherwell to this sea- 
son's CIS Cup final was the best 
moment in his fledgling career. 

‘The Aussie striker was out- 
standing in Motherwell's dramat- 
ic 3-2 extra-time win over Hearts 
on Tuesday night, winning a sec- 
ond-half penalty before setting 
up substitute Marc Fitzpatrick 
for the late winner. 

McDonald and his teammates 
were celebrating well into 
Tuesday moming and he told 
tribalfootball.com: 

"To win a game that takes us 
toa Hampden final is an incredi- 
ble feeling. To do so by having 
such a big influence is unbeliev- 
able. 

"[t was all the more special as 
my Mum and one of my brothers 
were over here for the game. To 
share this moment with my fam- 
ily is very special." 

McDonald was judged one of 
Motherwell's star performers, but 
he played down his own influ- 


ence: 

"It was a magnificent night for 
the club and the fans. 

"When we got back to Fir 
Park, the place was crammed 
‘with Motherwell supporters. The 
emotion on their faces said it all. 
Its been a fantastic couple of 
hours for us all. 

"Even the gaffer (Teny 
Butcher) took part in a Mexican 
wave with the fans when we 
were back at the club!" The 
young striker has played in three 
junior World Cups for Australia, 
but admits: 

"This is the best experience of 
my career, Absolutely no doubt 
about that. (Australia coach) 
Frank Farina was supposed to 
come and watch me last week, 
but he got held up. I wish he had 
seen me play, he wouldn't have 
Jeft disappointed.” 

He concluded: "This is what 
you play professional football 
for. I'm so pleased I stuck at it 
after a difficult 2003. Motherwell 
has changed my career around 
and the CIS Cup final is some- 
thing everyone at the club will 
saviour.” 
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acing Ferrol No1 Jose Bello 

imiigo admits he is flattered 
to be linked with Primera Liga 
giants Real Betis. 

‘The Aussie shot-stopper is in 
his third season with Segunda 
Liga Ferrol and has caught the 
eye of Betis president Manuel 
Ruiz de Lopera, 

"] found out about this story 
by the press and | view it as a 
rumour," said Bello Amigo. 

"{ don't know anything about 
it, but for me it is an honor and it 
motivates me to do even better 
for my club,” the former St 
George keeper stated. 


tok tok 


B= Norther Spirit goal- 
Keeper Paul Henderson has 
been praised by both managers 
following Bradford City's 2-2 
draw at League One rival 
Bamsley. 

The Bantams ted 2-0 in a 
match shown live on TV in 
England, and although 


‘Henderson was then beaten twice 
as Barnsley fought back to 


Paul Henderson has 
been a stand-out with 
Bradford Clty 


snatch a draw, his impressive 
performance was the main talk- 
ing point afterwards. 

"He was magnificent all 
through the game and certainly 
kept them in it in the second 
half.” Bamsley boss Paul Hart 
told the Telegraph and Argus of 
the Bantams goalkeeper. 

Bradford City boss Colin 
Todd - who has preferred 
Henderson to Jamaica goalkeep- 
er Donovan Ricketts this season - 


"Paul made some great saves 
but then he's had an outstanding 
season. People are just beginning 
to recognise him now as a very 
good goalkeeper.” 


KKK 


| tea Hany Kewell is 
likely to need a hernia opera- 
tion next summer if he does not 
take a break from international 
friendly games in the next six 
months, his manager has warned. 
Kewell needs a break from the 
game and that Australia would 
be fortunate to have him avail- 
able for any friendlies in 2005, 
Tuling him out of the Socceroos’ 
Preparations to win a World Cup 
finals spot in Germany for the 
first time in 32 years. 
"Realistically he should have 
a good rest,” Bemie Mantlic told 


Australian TV network SBS. 

"The physios have advised 
him to take a good eight to 10 
weeks off. I would say you 
would be fortunate to see him 
‘twice in Australia.” 

‘The Socceroos are scheduled 
to play friendlies against South 
Africa in Durban on February 9 
and Traq in Australia on March 
26. Kewell’s summer should be 
dominated by the Confederations 
Cup in June, when the Socceroos 
face Germany, Argentina and 
Tunisia in the group stage, 

But if an operation is required 
then, Kewell will miss the tour- 


nament. 

"God forbid, if he has to have 
an operation in the off-season 
then obviously the 
Confederations Cup is out of the 
picture,” said Mandic, 

“That is the one he definitely 
wants to be part of and believes 
every player should be part of 
that 


"He views the Confederations 
Cup as critically important for 
preparations to the World Cup 
and he really would love to be 
part of that. "That for him is the’ 
priority next to the play-off 
match versus [a team from] 
South America." 


eek 


‘osip Simunic and two other 

Hertha Berlin players have 
launched legal action against the 
German football magazine, 
Focus, for connecting them with 
the match-fixing scandal that has 
rocked the Bundesliga, 

Focus magazine reported that 
the two Croatian brothers arrest- 
ed over the match-fixing incident 
after police were tipped off by 
disgraced referee Robert Hoyzer, 
had mentioned Simunic, Nando 
Rafael and Alexander Madlung 
in relation to the crime. 

‘The match in question was a 
cup tie between Hertha and 
Fintracht Braunschweig on 
September 22 last year, where 
minnows Braunschweig beat 
Bundesliga giants Hertha 3-2 fol- 
lowing an own goal by Madlung, 

Both Croatia international 
Simunic and Madlung admit to 
attending ‘Cafe King’, an estab- 
lishment owned by the Croatian 
brothers but maintain they had 
nothing to do with the betting 
scandal. 
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Queensland Roars into 
Hyundai ae 


Brisbane, in the wider com- 
munity the likelihood of con- 
fusion between football and 
AFL would have had a detri- 
mental effect on the club's 
establishment in the 
Queensland sporting psyche. 
The decision to change the 
name has also assisted the 
club in embracing Football 
Federation Australia's ideol- 
ogy of "New Football", giv- 
ing the code in Queensland a 
fresh start and a new image 
to the many thousands of 
football followers in the 


making a bold statement 
which will be echoed by the 
club's activities on and off 
the field. 

Assisting in the name 
change process was the 
Courier Mail who, in con- 
junction with the club, rana 
statewide competition seek- 
ing suggestions for the new 
name. Queenslanders in their 
thousands took to the chal- 
lenge, submitting a plethora 
of potential names, A brand 
new Hyundai car was on 
offer for the winner. 


QUEENSLAND 
er 


Tits SNR 


he Queensland team 
Tr ithe new Hyundai 
A-League is today 
proud to unveil its new 
mame and logo in conjunc- 
tion with Hyundai at ‘the 


in August, The name has a 
generic connection to the 
Queensland Lions Soccer 
Club, who were successful in 
their application to Football 
Federation Australia for 


Brisbane Motor Show. inclusion in the new eight Stl The club is embarking on 
The team, to be known as team Hyundai A-League. While maintaining a link an aggressive marketing 
Queensland Roar FC, will While the name Lions has €0 the past and the proud his- campaign —_ encompassing 


tory of the Queensland 
Lions, the name Roar exudes 
confidence, exuberance, 
excitement and power, It is 


schools, clubs and the corpo- 
rate world across the south 
east corner. Key target mar- 
kets for the club are the foot- 


been synonymous with the 
Richlands based club among 
football enthusiasts in 


play home games at Suncorp 
Stadium when the new 
Hyundai A-League kicks off 


DUSAN PURAC FOOTBALL ACADEMY 


World acctaimed for boys and girls. 
Highly recommended by FIFA 
Leading world siilied coach Dusan Purac 

MON-FRI 6PM-8PM 
SUN 10AM-12NOON 
‘Sydineywide Phone: 9949 5247 @ Mobils 0418 263 644 
www.readysetgoal.com.au 


SOCCER 
MANAGER 


Very successful South-Western Sydney 
Club is looking to employ a 
Soccer Manager who has the ability to 
tun Soccer Academies, 
Soccer Administration and has 
knowledge of the game. 
Experience would be valuable. 
Submissions close 18/02/2005. 


YOUTH LEAGUE COACHES 
WANTED 2005 SEASON 


Serveral Youth League coaching 
opportunities exist for qualified coaches 
who wish to be part of this exciting and 

ambitious club and we invite 
applications or expressions of interest. 


Successful applicants must have a 
minumum Youth Licence 


Applications and enquiries to: 
Jim Zammit on 0414 331 734 or 9743 3123 


NSW PREMIER LEAGUE 
ROUND TEN FIXTURES 


as 


-FRI 11 FEB 

Home Team Away Team Venue 

Manly United FC Bankstown City Lions Cromer Park 8.15pm 
Sydney United Sydney Crescent Star Sydney United Sports Centre 8.15pm 
SAT 12 FEB 

Home Team Away Team Venue Time 
Marconi Stallions Blue Devils Marconi Stadium 7.00pm 
Penrith Nepean United St George Saints Cook Park (St Marys) 7.00pm 
Central Coast United A.P.LA. Leichhardt Tigers Central Coast Stadium 7.00pm 
Rockdale City Suns Wollongong Wolves St George Stadium 7.00pm 
SUN 6 FEB 

Home Team Away Team Venue Time 
Sydney Olympic Blacktown City Demons Oki Jubilee Stadium 6.00pm 
Parramatta Eagles Bonnyrigg White Eagles Melita Stadium 6.00pm 


Queensland Roar’s C.E.O, Lawrence Oudendyk and his P.A. Elicia Baclow. 


ball community, kids, the 
general sports supporters and 
event goers. 

On-field success is equally 
important for the new ven- 
ture to have a successful first 
year. Roar FC head coach 
Miron Bleiberg has put 
together an exciting mix of 
young talent and skilful 
experience. 

‘The squad to date includes 
a mixture of Queensland, 
interstate and overseas play- 
ers: Michael Baird (Sydney 
Olympic) Royce Brownlie 
(Brisbane Strikers) Karl 
Dodd (Brisbane Strikers) 
Chad Gibson (Marconi 
Stallions) Scott Higgins 
(Brisbane Strikers) Jordan 
Simpson (St George, NSW 
Premier League) Tyler 
Simpson (St George, NSW 
Premier League) Tom Willis 
(Newcastle United) Matt 


McKay (Brisbane Strikers) 
Remo® Buess (FC Zurich) 
Massimo Morducca (South 
Melboume) 

The squad will 


month with pre-season train- 
ing commencing in March. 
Season tickets, membership 
packages and merchandise 
will also be available in the 
coming weeks, 


be 


finalised by the end of the 


| Want Coaches or Players ? 


Advertise in 


ABS we 


Contact 
John Economce 


(02) 9744 6984 
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PARRAMATTA EAGLES 
SOCCER bien 


are conducting a 
PRE ACADEMY ELITE 
DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM 


For players BORN 1994 (U/11), 1995 (U/10) and 1996 (U/9) 
maximum 16 players per squad 


PROGRAM 
INDIVIDUAL ASSESSMENT AND EVALUATION 


Trials will be held at 
EVERLEY PARK CHESTER HILL 
Wednesday 16 & 23 February at 5.30pm starr 


For further information contact the ACADEMY on 
(O2) 9738 7222 


or email: admin@parraeaglesacademy.com 
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A New League, New Era and New Glor 


joday’ is yet another 
milestone in what has 
been an incredible 
journey for Perth Glory 
since the club was launched called Perth Glory Football 
in December 1995, Club reflecting the bold move 

‘The next phase for Perth by Football Federation 
Glory will be its most excit- Australia to own the name 
ing where the club will rein- football. 
vent itself and re-energise its Whilst the name has been a 
effort to establish 2 strong small change, the club logo 
World football culture in and song received more atten- 
‘Western Australia, tion. 

"For too long football has The dynamic, contempo- 
only been a game plzyed and rary new logo reflects a new 
viewed because of circum- era for the club in the 
stance. Our commitment is to © Hyundai A-League. The styl- 
change this perception by cre- ish logo was developed: in 
ating the football culture that conjunction with FFA and 
exists all over the world so follows their iconography 
thateveryone can feelthe pas- using a large three-dimen- 
sion and live the beautiful sional spherical ball shape as 
game", says Perth Glory _ its dominant feature. 
Chairman Nick Tana, Whilst the name and 

The club last week colour remain unchanged, the 
unveiled many changes in logo has been executed in a 
front of over 1,000 supporters more progressive way with 
who attended the official club the: Glor 's key brand values 
launch in a giant marquee on of entertainment and 
the middle of the playing desirability strong in mind. 
arena at Members Equity ‘The logo is not contained 
Stadium. The changes were within any boundaries giving 
introduced to create a fresh a more contemporary look 


new start for the club ina new 
exciting era of Australian 
football. 

The club will now be 


with its fans* through new 
interactive forms of entertain- 
ment. 

"The match day experience 
is essential for sports fans. We 
have always tried to deliver 
an exciting, colourful memo- 
table experience for our sup- 
porters - for us it is much 
more than just a game of foot- 
ball. Everyone who attends 


seen to radiate highlight lines, 
which gives the logo warmth 
and energy. 

‘The bal! and rays are sym- 
bolically suggestive of the 
‘sun rising over a new era for 
the club and the game in 
Australia. 


ge eRTy 


on 


The club song was also 
changed to a more contempo- 
rary, upbeat version whilst 
Temaining true to its roots, 
Other changes include the 
way the club presents its 
home match days. Considered 
as the leader in Australian 
sport for match day entertain- 
ment, the club will develop 
strategies to further engage 


must feel that they received 
value for money from the 
time they decide to attend a 
game until they arrive home" 
says Perth Glory CEO Jeff 
Dennis. 

‘The club also announced 
the signing of David Tarka for 
a3 year term. 

Perth native Tarka joined 
his hometown club from the 


ALLS.<for the 2001/02 season 
and didn't take long to estab- 
lish himself in the first eleven. 
He played 28 times for Perth 
Glory scoring 1 goal and win- 
ning one Championship. 

A tall elegant defender 
whose reading of the game 
defies his tender years, Tarka 
quickly became a target for a 
potential overseas move, 
which came to fruition when 
he joined English First 
Division outfit Nottingham 
Forest in 2002. Things 
haven't gone according to 
script in the UK. as injuries 
and representing, his country 
have hampered his prospects 
of advancement at Forest. 

Perth Glory moved quickly 
when it became apparent that 
‘Tarka may be available and is 
delighted to once again have 
on their books one of this 
country's most accomplished 
defenders in time for the up 
coming Hyundai A-League 
season. 

‘This takes the number of 
contracted players to 14 with 
6 positions of the 20 player 
squad yet to be filled. 


Perth Glory have regained the eavion of sterling 
defender David Tai 


QANTAS 


SOCCEROOS 
LIVE ON SBS 


ustralia will line up against South Africa in Durban, 

in its first football international match for 2005. 

-Althongh ranked twenty places behind South 
African, that only made coach Frank Farina's team hun- 
grier for its ultimate 1-0 victory when it last met South 
Africa in London in March 2004. 

This will be an enormous year for the Australian team as it 
prepares for its Confederations Cup onslaught in June and 
World Cup qualifiers in September and hopefully November; 
on the road to Germany and the FIFA World Cup in 2006. 

South Africa, host of the 2010 

World Cup, however, has qualified 

for the last two World Cups but this 

4, will be its only warm-up match 

1 before it restarts its 2006 campaign 
in in March. 

‘The Australian squad, announced 
late last week, which will take to the 
field at the ABSA Stadium will 
include:- Paul Agostino, Marco 

Bresciano, Tim Cahill, Brett Emerton, Craig Moore and debu- 
tant Jason Culina. 

In Sydney on Tuesday, the Premier of NSW, Mr Bob Carr, 
also announced the Socceroos plan to play an historical inter- 
national match against Iraq on Easter Saturday — March 26, 
2005 at Telstra Stadium. 

As the Official Broadcast Partner of the Socceroos, SBS 
Sport will present both internationals Exclusively LIVE. 

‘The South African game — Thursday, February 10 will be 
hosted by Les Murray with Craig Foster in the Sydney studio 
and Simon Hill & Andrew Orsatti providing commentary and 
interviews direct from ABSA Stadium in Durban, South 
Africa. 


Australia y South Africa 
Thursday, February 10 @ 5:15am (AEDT) 
* NSW/ACT/VIC/TAS - 5:15am; 
SA- 4:45am; QLD - 4:15am; NT - 3:45am; WA - 2:15am 
Replayed: WA @ 4:Wam & @10;00pm - all centres 


Australia v Iraq 
Saturday, March 26 @ 7:00pm (AEDT) 


Queensland Roar for Max Vieri? 


Roaring towards 


marquee Vieri? 


ueensiand Roar CEO Laurence Oudendyk says his 

|Ateague club would consider holding talks with 

Australian international star Max Vieri in an effort 
to MPehim as their marquee player. 

‘Oudendyk said Vieri, the younger brother of Italian super- 
star Christian Vieri, possesses the sort of drawing power the 
Roar were after but admitted money and coach Miron 
Bleiberg’s blessing would be the determining factors. 

“Weld talk to him alright," Oudendyc said after revealing the 
club's new name the Roar and logo at the Brisbane Convention 
Centre. 

"It's all money at the end of the day and what he's worth in 
Pulling power to us." 

"He sort of fits the bill. He is an Aussie international." 

Vieri, who made five appearances for the Socceroos during 
2004, has been struggling for Italian Serie B side Ternana this 
season. 

His Socceroos ambitions could see him lured back to his 
homeland for the A-league's inaugural season. 

Bleiberg said a quality striker was an essential piece of the 
puzzle for the Roar to fill, 

"Every position is important but a striker even more so," 
Bleiberg said. 

Marquee players are not counted towards the clubs’ $1.5 
million salary cap and some teams are rumoured to be willing 
to fork over as much as $250,000 per season to secure a big 
name signing. 
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thal Federation Australia this 
F= announced that the Qantas 
Socceroos would play Indonesia in 
Perth on March 29 with proceeds going 
towards victims of the Asian Tsunami disas- 
ter, 

"The Asian Football Confederation nomi- 
nated Indonesia for this match and we are 
delighted to accept," said FFA CEO Mr 
John}O'Neill from Perth where he attended 
the launch of Hyundai A-League club Perth 
Glory. 

"Indonesia was heavily affected by the 
tsunami, There was a huge loss of life and we 
are pleased that we can follow the lead of the 
federal government by supporting our neigh- 
bours." 

"Perth was seen as the ideal choice to host 
the match considering their close proximity to 
Indonesia." 

"Yd like to acknowledge the support of the 
WA Events corporation for their willingness to 
assist in the staging of this intemational match, 
It's been a decade since the Australian team 
has played in Perth and we are certain there 
will be a big appetite for international football 
in Western Australia." 

‘The Qantas Socceroos will have two home 
matches during the Easter period with an inter- 
national against Iraq at Telstra Stadium on 
‘Saturday March 26 followed by the clash with 
Indonesia which is likely to be at Subiaco Oval 
on Tuesday March 29. 

"The two matches over the Easter period 


SOCCEROOS 
TO HELP 
TSUNAMI 
VICTIMS 


give us further chances to engage ‘with our 
Asian neighbours," said Mr O'Neill. 

"We have two national teams coming to 
Australia after much turmoil in their home- 
lands and we look forward to welcoming them 
here." 

Mr O'Neill confirmed that funds from the 
match would go into the. FIFA/AFC solidarity 


fund which was established just after the dis- 
aster. 


& 
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FOOTBALL, 
FEDERATION 


AUSTRALIA 


The fund was created to concentrate on 
reconstructing the footballing infrastructure in 
the affected areas including the rebuilding of 
pitches and supply of equipment. 

‘Australia (ranked 58th) has played 
Indonesia (ranked 91st) on 12 occasions with 
the Australians holding a 9 wins, two draws 
and a loss. 


ABSW (#) 


Viareggio achieved Murphy goes 
SUEUCSE ahead with Perth 


Cl), Pisa (Serie Ci), defensive midfielder Martin 
Air s another Viareggio Carrarese (Serie C2), U.S. Vass and against Juventus it 


International  Stiava (non league) and Don was defender Gary Dal Broi, 


a 
"Coppa Carnevale’ Bosco (non league) provided who also received the 
comes to an end, itis time to the opposition in the friendly APIA. Player of the 
look back at the 9th matches. Tourmament award. 
Australian expedition to the Clearly the best results While Dal Broi, Jenke and = 


world's most prestigious came against the two non Vass were clearly amongst the Lier rate hte ae fee ai iis 
Under 20 tournament for league sides; a 3-2 win over best players on tour, it was eee ss ea See 
labs. US. Stiava and a 1-1 draw three others that managed to court after receiving claiming around $850,000 


APILA-Leichhardt Tigers with Don Bosco. However, _ secure trials at lucrative clubs. sek a ries in Exc peiabes woe 
represented Australia for the given that APIA. toured Eric Papaianni will tial at | /@vour of ie ae mal Sheffield United as Ber 
third time at the Coppa Italy with avather large squad Catanzaro, Dalibor Savic at | ‘laim against the natio 


A i it i . league club. around $150,000 for the 
Camevale having previously of 26 players, it was neces- Partizan Belgrade and Julian P x i 
participated in 2002 and sary to experiment alot in all Borgiani at Triestina. ae joo oe, Leap eee of his Glory con- 
2003. Marconi Stallions were the trial matches. APLA. faced their hardest SAE Ee 


tet hun © Ge ifs gp ot apa | esl Mc St 
Dattcipate at Viareggio kav- also the Anstralian)/ National was the toughest group that |p- T= National| Soocer Central. and | Reding 
ing made six trips therefrom Schoolboys nach, ever real- any Australian team hat evet | 1 cue yas brought to an Santander attacking. mid- 
1996 to 2001. ly seitled an a top 11 and been drawn in. In 2002 | od Murphy claims his con- fielder Maxi Estevez. A Zor 

Ontalmceit would appear ffen pefenedtony diferent APILA'S pool incloded | Fs intndod a lane relat. mer Argentina youth 
that APLA., who conceded combinations against some Vicenza, Piacenza and) ino a new national league _intemational, Estevez is cur- 
13 goals without scoring any rather fierce opposition at Citadclla, whilst in 2003 it 


; , tition and that he rently with Olimpia in his 
at the tournament, were not times. was Napoli, Reggina and | COMP# 

too siicoessfid, However, st- Furthermore, despite some Cosenza, Clearly 2005-was | O04 not have ended an’ homeland’ byt) could be 
tistics can be deceiving, player reinforcements from much more difficult. eleven-yeat professional signed for the World Club 


f ithout Championships playoffs 
On the whole APLA, Perth, APLA:'s Under 20  In2006APIA.willretum | Cae" in England without isola <Phees 
played eight matches in Italy; team is not as good as previ- to Viareggio a lot wiser from Pencil of aie yeae ue Se 
lost six, drew one and won ous years when the team won their trip this year President Sn ae See patie ee eed 
one. They conceded 24 goals four championships in five Tony Rati s promised that | 7 os Be at a Ermer ace meee | 
was gos pet ach con Unt 20 el APLA. is com Jin Romeo itos | SH Murphy. wine pee. cnchlan Cok Stan muy: omer Sz Wl go eae 
ceded against (05 scored. going through a re-building he will be even more prepared tf 

Juventus, Partizan phase. for Viareggio 2006 given the 
Belgrade and Catanzaro of Player of the Match for team’s experiences this year 
Serie B, were the three teams A.P.LA. against Catanzaro 


APLA. faced in the Coppa _ was striker Ben Jenke, against : a! The Tigers Junior 
Soccer Club Inc. 


x» -. e e 
_—-* 2005 Registration for Players 
His job as number ° ° 
peer ial Applications for Managers and Coaches 
heim is safe 
FFA chief The above Club is seeking Managers, Coaches and players in all the below 
Wail inal Under 6's, Under 7’ under ge Uae Under 10’s, Under 11 
4 s, Uni "s, Une ‘s, Under 9’s, Un ’s, Une 4s, 
O'Neill: Farina's Under 12's, Under 13's, Under 14’s, Under 15's, Under 16's. 
job is safe All Age Men’s — Girls and Ladies teams 
Coaching Applications close 28th February 2005 


(Please note that tl 


SUBSCRIBE 


To Australian and British Soccer Weekly 
out every Tuesdays 
by mailing the coupon and your cheque for 
$195 (GST incl) 
overseas fee $255 (GST incl) made payable to 
Australian and British Soccer Weekly at 
1-9 Glebe Point Road, Glebe. NSW 2037. 


Club has 4 teams in each a 


group) 


: Registration for 2005 now open on the followlrig dates: 
Cope: @ Monday February 21 & 28 
i le aie © Tuesday February 15 & 22 
x @ Wednesday February 16 & 23 

or ioe janie @ Thursday February 17 & 24 
assured," O'Neill told the @ Friday February 18 & 25 
Sun-Herald, "He has a Monday to Friday from 9.30am to 5.00pm 
errract’ ete) Besant at the Club's Administration Headquarters based at Lambert Park, 
place since the end of the Marion St Leichhardt 
last World Cup campaign FOR ALL ENQUIRES PLEASE PHONE THE CLUB'S 24 HR INFOLINE 
and goes through to the 9560 5414 
end of the current cam- 
paign. 

"The contract is specif- 
ic, It expires at the end of 
our World Cup campaign. 
If we don't qualify in 
November, that's the end 
of our campaign. We don't 
‘want to distract the coach, Positions still available in the senior elite U13’s 


We want a coach who has H 
Hot emily ani Coie Premier Youth League Squad 
with it" 

Its also been confirmed Sydney's largest sporting club 
that French duo Jean ( Y Y 8 3 8 ) 
Tigana and Manuel Proud Major Sponsors 


cscs “inc"t| | @ntinental® = ge 


Farina's job. ‘Trnes. emanecenen ad cemanr 


MATCH REPORTS, 
NATIONAL LEAGUE NEWS 
AND LINE-UPS, 
SOCCEROOS NEWS, 
TRANSFER NEWS, 
CLUB INFO, 
WORLD ROUND-UP 


Including: 
Italian, UK, Spanish, Greek, German and World Results 


NAME: .. 
ADDRESS: . 
SUBURB: ... 
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FERRANTE FEVER TO 
HIT THE VICTORY 


t just 23 years of age, 
Michael Ferrante has 
to Australia after 


a successful stint overseas with 
the West Ham Youth team and 
Benevento in Italy. 
Having been lured back home by 
the new A-League, Ferrante is 
delighted to be a part of 
Melbourne’s new, professional 
football set-up - Melbourne Victory 
FC. John Bonacci caught up with 
Michael Ferrante and discussed his 


aspirations with Melbourne 
Victory. 
Congratulations on signing for 


Melbourne Victory. You must be 
pleased to have been one of the 
‘first few signings? 

T had been talking to the club 
before Archie had officially signed, 
‘and it was pretty much a done deal 
straight away. The whole time I'd 
been back from overseas I’d been 
waiting hopefully for the phone 
call. I'd been waiting for six 
months and when the call came, I 
‘wasn’t prepared to stuff around and 
negotiate ridiculously. I’m just 
happy to have been selected. 


Describe your amazing West 
Ham days, and winning that 
lucrative FA Youth Cup? 


Michael Ferrante: Melbourne 
Victory’s promising 
midfielder 

We had an amazing team, and 
people were saying we were going 
to be the next Manchester United. 
‘That was the talk of the whole of 
England. The thrill wasn’t just the 
actual final, but the whole tourna- 
ment was special. We were beat- 
ing teams like Arsonal and Everton 
five nil and we were unstoppable. 


Did that tag of the next best 
thing in English football put any 
added pressure on the lads? 


It did, bat we were incredibly 
confident and pretty arrogant really. 
In the final, we'd beaten Coventry 
3.0 in the away leg, and then with 
the tie practically sealed, we won 
6-0 at home in front of a sellout 
crowd of 26,000 at Upton Park. 
‘That's the sort of team it was, and I 
‘was lucky enough to captain that 
team. We had Joe Cole, Michael 
Carrick in the team, and Frank 
Lampard and Rio Ferdinand were a 
year older. I made some great 
ieee with guys I still catch 
up with. 


How crazy was Paolo Di 
Canio? 

He was a weird guy. Hewas so. 
professional that he was crazy. 
‘That is how he was. Most of his 
outbursts regarded the profession- 
alism or lack thereof. He was pas- 
sion personified. I was fortunate 
enough lo be able to speak Italian to 
get to know him a little better than 
most, and we spoke for hours about 
Serie A and his days at AC Milan. 


So it sounds like you learned a 
great deal from the experienced 
heads at West Ham. 

Absolutely. Tan Wright was the 
best example. As much as he 
looked like a larrikin on the pitch 


Beefed-Up Bafana Take No 
Chances Against Socceroos 


‘ational team coach Stuart Baxter decided Surprisingly. Baxter said the overscas-based play 
‘not to take any chances yesterday, and ers were so desperate to come back home and fight 
named 2 foll-strength Bafana Bafana ce cae Sat ee ee a 
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with the things that he did and the 
way he celebrated his goals, he was 
the ultimate professional. The guy 
who freaked me out the most was 
Frank Lampard, and the amount of 
extra training he'd do on his own. 
was the most amazing thing I'd 
‘ever seen, T’m not surprised he’s 
been Chelsea’s best player for the 
last two years and is scoring goals 
regularly. 


You then moved to Benevento in 
Tialy. How was that experience? 

In England, I was a big ball play- 
er, but my physical fitness was 
probably my flaw there. Lately I’ve 
been able to correct that, so I might 
be referred to as a late developer. 
T'd tried out England, so then I 
thought I'd give Italy ago. I don’t 
like putting things down, but State 
soccer in Australia that I’ve played 
recently doesn’t compare with what 
it was like in Italy, There were 
players who played in Serie A and 
B, and guys who played 300 games 
in Serie C, so that made it a better 
league. What was amazing was 
the stress and the mental game in 
Ttaly. A Serie C1 team. would do 
well against most teams in the 
world. 


You were one of the youngest 
members of the Joeys and Young 
Socceroos, How important was 
being selected at that young age 
Sor your confidence? 

When I went to the Under 17 
world cup qualifiers, I was only fif- 
teen which was an incredible expe- 
tience being one of the youngest 
guys. It happened again with the 
Under20s, when I was one of the 
youngest: Making the national 
team is amazing. I eared it three 
times, and it was an amazing thrill. 


What was your first recollection 
of Melbourne Victory? 

Twas here when they won the 
bid. I made my decision to come 
back when the announcements 
were due to be made for the new A- 
League, which was meant to be last 
year. Tcame back in hope the new 
league would be announced 
straight away, but it happened late 
in November. I was rapt that 
Melbourne Victory got the nod, 
because it seems that they have the 
right people on board. 


You must have a good working 
relationship with Ernie Merrick 
‘from your days at the Victorian 
Institute of Sport? 

I had Emie as a coach from 
when I was 13 years old. I’ve 
played under him for some time 
and it was fantastic when he got 
appointed. Thankfully enough, he 
‘knows what I am capable of, and 
hopefully I can repay him for his 
confidence in me. 


Are you excited by the opportu. 
nity of playing with Archie 


Michael Ferrante 
Profile 


Former clubs: 


International honours: 


28th April, 1981 
Melbourne 

171 cm 

70 kg 

Centre midfield 


Fawkner (VPL), Benevento (Italy), 
West Ham United (England), 


Victorian Institute of Sport 


Australian Under 17 (1997) 


and 20 (1999, 2001) representative 


Most memorable match: 
Match day superstitions; 


FA Youth Cup final 
(9-0 aggregate win) 
None 


I joined Melbourne Victory because... 
I want to win the ALeaque in front of my home Melbourne 


crowd. 


My greatest football achievement is... 
Winning the FA Youth Cup and making the bench for the 


West Ham first team. 


If | wasn’t a footballer I'd be... 
I really don’t know the answer to that one. 


What team do you select when you play FIFA soccer 


games? 
1 usually pick Real Madrid. 


What is the most you've paid for yourself in a man- 


ager game? 


I can never buy myself, West Ham were always reluctant 


to sell me. 


What did you do in the last 12 months waiting for the 


A-League to start? 


I played Victorian Premier Leaque for Fawkner. 


What is the last football shirt you bought? 
I bought a Pescara shirt in 1999. 


Funniest rumour you've heard of yourself? 
I can’t say I've ever heard a rumour about me. 


Childhood football idol? 
Roberto Baggio. 


Favourite current footballer? 


Zinedine Zidane. 


What do you get inspiration from? 
Music, my family and scoring goals. 


Do you watch footballers’ wives? 


Nah, it’s all false. 


What message do you have for Melbourne Victory 
fans? 


You have to come to games, simple as that! 


Tm going to go as far as saying 
that behind Mark Viduka and Harry 
Kewell, Archie is one of the best 
Australian strikers going around. 
T'm not being biased, because I’ve 
always said it and will continue to 
say it. He’s exciting, quick, scores 
goals, and has just about everything 
a good layer needs. I'm looking 
forward to playing with him, and 
hopefully he is looking forward just 
‘as much to playing with me. 


If no A-League offer came 
about, what were your- plans in 
2005? 

T would have given the VPL 
another shot with Fawkner, and 
would have showed the A-League 
clubs what they missed out on. 
‘Now that I have this chance, I want 
to doas well as I can, andifall goes 
well, I'd like to see out my career 
with Melboume Victory. 


from the 


3 dressing sheds 


by Mark Stavroulakis 


Back for 2005 

Well football lovers, its back again, 
ABSW's weekly gossip column ‘From the 
Dressing Sheds' has finally come back 
after an extended absence, 

In 2005 for football in Australia has 
been classed as the year of all years for the 
Sport so rest assured that the entire crew at 
ABSW will keep its readers updated with 
news from local and abroad. 

Here's to a thrilling start to the A- 
‘League in August 


Zelic or Okon for 
Newcastle? 


Newcastle chairman Con Constantine is 
currently counting on which former 
Socceroo star in Paul Okon or Ned Zelic 
will eventually sign up with the Newcastle 
Jets. 

Its no secret that the pair aren't known 
for being the best of friends leaving the 
door open for just one of the two signing 
up with the club. 

‘The Novacastrians have already shaped 
up as one of the most-fiercest squads in the 
A-League will also be awaiting the news 
of their new coach. 

Jean Paul de Marigny looks as though 
the assistant moniker currently travelling 
on his identity could possibly be replaced 
by becoming the head coach. 

Constantine has stated though that 
Terry Venables will be coming to Ox very 
soon but ABSW is led to believe that he 
will come in the form as an assistant. 


Thompson not 
seeded 


One alarming absence from Frank 
Farina's Socceroo squad is that of star 
Belgian striker Archie Thompson. 

Currently on fire with Belgian side 
Lierse, Archie has been in great form up 
front notching up eight goals in as many 
matches. 

‘The former Carlton man's name should 
have been one of the first to be included on 
Farina's list but its believed his spot was 
taken up by Max Vieri who is currently 
playing in the lower leagues in Italy. 


Ambitious FFA 
closer to a national 
HQ in Sydney 


‘The dream of a national football head- 
quarters being based in Sydney is a step 
closer to reality following the decision by 
the world governing body, FIFA, to 
approve a grant under its Goal Project 
scheme. 

Football Federation Australia has been 
given $US400,000 ($516,400) towards the 
construction of an administrative head- 
quarters, but chief executive John O'Neill 


wants the project to proceed on a grander 
scale. 


A further $US400,000 in FIFA money 
is available under the scheme to build a 
training academy attached to an office 
building, while O'Neill wants both Soccer 
NSW and A-League club Sydney FC to 
come on board to create a bigger facility. 
ONeill has not ruled out a redeveloped St 
George Stadium at Kyeemagh being the 
location for the project. 

"There's a lot of common sense in hav- 
ing one home for football in this country," 
ONeill said. 


Wolves and South 
Melbourne want 
A-League 
acceptance 


With the A-League opening its doors to 
the football public in August, already a 
swarm of clubs have flocked FFA in a bid 
to have a chance in playing in the hugely 
anticipated competition. 

Both the Wollongong Wolves and South 
Melbourne have put their hands up in join- 
ing the league after its initial five year plan 
with the current eight A-League clubs 
however the New Zealand Knights might 
not last the distance. 

It is believed that the Knights will look 
towards establishing themselves for their 
debut season before overlooking its pro- 
ceedings for the following year, 

Enter South Melbourne or the Wolves? 

Both clubs have showed that they do 
have what it takes to become apart of 
Australia’s elite, 

South Melbourne's patriotic crowd were 
on song during their first match in the 
Victorian Premier League against 
Heideberg with an amazing 13 plus thou- 
sand flans who flocked to see them draw 
nil-all at Bob Jane Stadium. 

President George Donikian has pledged 
to their fans that the club does have a goal 
in reaching the A-League in some part of 
their future, 

Meanwhile down the South Coast, the 
Wolves’ Doug Symes has also stated that 
there are plans for headlining an assault in 
the A-League very soon. 

Currently drawing up world class facil- 
ities down at the ‘Gong, the club is looking 
forward to its local support in getting them 
back up there once more, 


Young Socceroos 
Experience 


During the recent Oceania World Youth 
Qualifiers held in the Solomon Islands 
were once again Australia dominated pro- 
ceedings by beating the host nation 3-0, 
some alarming statistics came out of 
Honiara. 

Starting off with the Young Roos' 19-0 
thrashing of Tonga, Melbourne Victory's 
Vince Lia explained that the team knew 
straight from kick-off that a footy score 
was going to be on the cards, 

"After we had scored one of the first 
few goals, the opposing side took one of 
the most bizarre kick-off's we've ever 
seen. 

“Instead of playing the ball to the other 
striker in the centre circle, one of the guys 
just took the ball himself straight from 
Kick off and started dribbling towards us." 

No doubt an experience Ange 
Postecoglou's side will never forget. 

‘The team will now pack its bags for 
Holland but before the World Youth Cup 
will embark on a final European camp. 

Its believed that West Ham player Trent 
‘McClenahan will be captaining the Young 
Socceroos squad. 


Korean impresses 
Lions 


Queensland Lions coach Miron 
Bleiberg says his club is close to securing 
the services of flashy Korean midfielder 
Tae Young Shin. 


Shin is expected to ink a lucrative deal 
with the A-League club in the next couple 
of days after forging a lingering impres- 
sion during the opening game of the Silver 
‘Boots pre-season competition in Brisbane. 

Bleiberg said he hoped Shin's creative 
ness and flair would give Brisbane a boost 
when the new league kicks-off in July. 

"He's a playmaker," Bleiberg said. 

"(The midfield is) a vital position so if 
some other teams have a local playmaker 
and if we have an international playmaker, 
maybe it will give us an edge." 

Shin could soon be joined in the Lions 
den by compatriot Coseo Jung Won who is 
set to trial with the clubater this month. 

Bleiberg said clubs all over the world 
were beginning to flirt with the notion of 
signing Korean players after their national 
side performed so admirably during the 
2002 World Cup. 

"I think the World Cup is a good enough 
excuse to consider them," he said. 

"We've hosted a few Korean teams over 
the years during the pre-season and they're 
disciplined, you can see the way they han- 
dle themselves," 

"I wasnt surprised they made it to the 
‘semi-finals (at the world cup) because you 
could see the quality." 


A-LEAGUE 
WEBSITES 


A must bookmark for any crazed cyber 
fan on the Intemet is that of the A- 
League's club websites. 

Keeping its new fans updated with what 
is happening at the moment at their clubs, 
below is a list of the following sides that 
can be contacted via the Internet. Happy 
surfing 


Adelaide United — 
Www.adelaideunited.com.au 
Central Coast Mariners — 
‘www.ccmarinersfe.com.au 
Melbourne Victory — 
www.mvic.com.an 

Perth Glory — 

www. pertiglory.com.au 
Queensland Roar — 
hitp://qldlions.com 
Newcastle United Jets — 
www.newcastleunited.com.an 
‘New Zealand Knights — 
www.footballkingz.co.nz 
Sydney FC — 
www.SydneyFC.com 


Sydney FC delighted 
with membership 
response 


Sydney FC's front office is delighted 
with the response its website is receiving 
from new fans. Hundreds of enquiries 
about membership packages are being 
received through the club's official web- 
site, SydneyFC.com, every day as the club 
kick starts into action with preseason 
training just around the comer. 

New American signing Alejandro 
Salazar has also sparked interest, with his 
arrival creating 2 wave of publicity in the 
electronic media this week and also lead- 
ing to a marked increase in enquiries in 
recent days from fans, Salazar, who turned 
down the MLS draft to take his first pro 
deal with Sydney FC, will be launching a 
Tegular column on tribalfootball.com in 
the coming weeks. 


Adshead appoints 
Mason as Assistant 
at New Zealand 


New Zealand Knights Football 
Manager John Adshead has moved quick- 
ly since his arrival back in New Zealand, 
announcing his Assistant Coach at a press 
conference in Auckland last week. 

Adshead, speaking for the first time in 
his role as Football Manager, said the 
appointment was not a difficult one to 
make, 

T have for some time considered that 
Tommy Mason would be ideal to work 
with me at the Knights but had to wait 
until my return to talk with him about the 
role and how I see us working together. 
That discussion proved most beneficial 
and confirmed that Tommy is everything I 
am looking for in an assistant. He has been 
working here at the coal face, knows the 
local scene and players, has a coaching 
background in non-league football in 
England and displays the commitment and 
loyalty I am looking for. [ am pleased to 
announce today that I have got my man. 

Mason himself is looking forward to 
What he sees as a fresh start with a new 
organisation, 

Tam honoured that John has selected 
me above others for the role and look for- 
ward to rolling the sleeves up and working 
towards making the Knights the success 
that I know they can be. 

Kaights Chairman Anthony Lee and 
Adshead signed his contract in front of the 
media today, with the just retumed former 
All Whites coach not about to waste time 
waiting for the ink to dry before searching 
for playing talent now that he has made his 
first appointment in Mason. 

Anthony Lee emphasized the new era 
and new attitude that the Knights are tak- 
ing as they prepare for the Hyundai A- 
‘League, commencing in August this year. 

This is an organisation that will make 
decisions and make them decisively. The 
feedback since Johns appointment has 
been extremely positive and the Board is 
thrilled that John has acted so quickly and 
is totally supportive of his choice of 
‘Tommy Mason. 


Greeks launch DVD 
“protest 


GREEK First Division club Iraklis 
Salonika will give fans free DVD's show- 
ing bad refereeing decisions at their next 
home game. 

Club officials said the five-minute 
DVD will show 20 “bad calls" made 
against financially struggling Iraklis, and 
name the referees involved. 

Traklis said the DVD is a form of 
protest, claiming the team has been "pun- 
ished" by referees’ decisions this season, 

‘The move was sparked by a controver- 
sial 2-0 Greek Cup loss to Olympiakos 
Piraeus on Wednesday. 

"They should have told us from the 
beginning about the result so that we 
would not have gone into the trouble. of 
coming to Piraeus and wasted so much 
money as the team has its economic prob- 
lems," said team spokesman Apostolos 
‘Tsourekas. 

‘Tsourekas said that due to the poor offi- 
ciating, the team finds itself out of the cup 
and in 10th place in the league. 

He said a club committee has managed 


to collect donations of 100,000 euros 
($168,000) to pay running expenses and 
players’ salaries, 

Iraklis announced the team could only 
pay for five private security guards for the 
next home match with PAOK Salonica last 
Sunday instead of the usual 100. 


Perth boss targets 
World Club cup 


Former England midfielder Steve 
‘McMahon is planning to take Perth Glory 
to the World Club Championship after tak- 
ing over as manager at the Australian club. 

‘The former Liverpool great has been 
handed a one-year contract by Glory and 
has immediately set his sights on taking 
them to the revamped world tournament in 
Japan in December. 

McMahon, who left Blackpool last 
‘summer, Will first lead Glory in a compet- 
itive match when they face either Sydney 
FC or Queensland in a knockout World 
Club Championship qualifier on May 11. 

If Glory win that match they will then 
contest the final in Adelaide for the right 
to represent Australia at the Oceania qual- 
ifiers in Tahiti in June. 

The Oceania champions will have a 
Spot in the newly-restructured World Club 
Championship in Japan. 

McMahon, who won 17 England caps 
and played in the 1990 World Cup, has 
promised to speak candidly to his players. 

If it's a crime to be honest, then I'm 
guilty,’ McMahon told the West Australian 
newspaper. 

‘T try to tell it as it is and if I don't think 
certain players are doing enough, I'll tell 
them, And I'll change things if I have to. 

‘Tlike to think I've been successful as a 
player and a manager and hopefully I can 
bring that to Perth! 

McMahon has already identified the 
need for a goalkeeper, a midfielder and 
striker to fill three of the seven spots still 
available in Glory's 20-man squad. 

With the Hyundai A-League starting in 
August, he has vowed to build a team 
capable of playing attacking football, 
though he is unlikely to lose sight of the 
ultimate goal. 

‘Its no good having the best footballing 
team if you're getting beat every week, so 
you've got to have a happy balance of 
playing well and the right system,' he said. 

"There's-a way to play but there's a way 
fo win as well and Australian’ people in 
general are winners. I think that will suit 
me down to the ground." 


Elrich targeted by 
Mariners 


Promising Sydney Olympic speedstar 
Tarek Elrich is said to be on the cards at A~ 
League side Central Coast Mariners it was 
confirmed last week. 

Like Sydney FC, the Mariners could 
conduct a trial period for selected players 
set to fill the final spots at the club. 

Tarek has impressed the Mariners 
entourage of Lawrie McKinga, Tan 
Ferguson and Alex Tobin as the trio have 
been spotted at various matches at OKI 
Jubilee Oval. 

The 18-year-old has been in great form 
for the Blues and could be one of the 
Mariners final signings. 
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Sunshin 


By Alan Clark Sunshine Georgies' coach 
Chris Taylor. "I thought we 
reen Gully acquitted ourselves well 
Cavaliers defeated today and showed we could 
Sunshine Georgies match it with Green Gully 
two-one in the VPL match (which is) a-yardstick of the 
of the day at Green Gully league." 
‘Reserve on Sunday, It was "T thought it was an even 
a typical derby game: a sion-wise and 
decent sized crowd, a fight said Taylor. 
contest, and some bitein the “I'm: disappointed that the two 
tackles. goals conceded came from 
Nick Tsaltsas opened the sloppy mistakes, but that's 
scoring for Gully after just what we have to work at and 
five minutes, Brett Gilmour be a bit more disciplined. 1 
brought Sunshine Georgies can take away a lot of posi- 
evel less than ten minutes tives from today's game, there 
Jater, but it was Roddy were good signs there and 1 
Vargas) goal just before the don't think were going to be 
break that was to prove the an easy-beat side." 
winner. ‘The scene was ripe for this 
Green Gully coach Tan second round derby between 
Dobson was, delighted with these two proud creations of 
the win which puts Gully at | Melbourne's Maltese commu- 
the top of the league. "To get nity. Both had managed wins 
the first two wins on the, in the first round: Green 
board is a great start," he said Gully over Melbourne 
after the match. Knights, and Sunshine 
"The main thing for us was  Georgies over St Albans. 
to be competitive," said ‘The opening goal arose 
just five minutes in. Roddy 


ROUND 2 RESULTS 


Green Gully Cavs -.......- oa = 
‘Sunshine Georgies 


Preston Lions 
Melbourne Knights: 


Bentleigh Greens 
Bulleen Zebras 


Heidelberg United _. 
Frankston Pines... 


South Melbourne ..... 6... 2. sees eens were 
St. Albans Saints .......-....2.-+-+seeee2-4 0 


Played on Monday, 07 February 2005 
Essendon Royals v Altona Magic 
Fawkner-Whittlesea v Oakleigh Cannons 


‘Vargas rose like a salmon at 
the far post to meet a deep 
cross and send his header to 
the edge of the six-yard box 
where Tsaltsas gleefully 
volleyed home, It was aclas- 
sic goal - the deep cross cut 
cout the congestion of mid- 
field, Vargas’ downward 
header back and across the 
face of goal is next to unde- 
fendable, and Tsaltsas was in 
exactly the right position to 
hammer in. 

Georgies equalised before 
the quarter-hour. Trent 
Waterson took control of a 
ball on the left, midway into 
Green Gully's half after 
Gully's midfield had been 
bustled off the ball. As he 
came inside he lessened his 
chances of making an effec- 
tive disposal with his lft foot, 
and.as he clearly preferred his 
right, it seemed that held been 
manoeuvered out of the dan- 
ger area. 

However, even with the 
angles diminished, he found 
Brett Gilmour with his right. 


By Mick Dennis 


Preston Lions 
Melboarne Knights . 
ion once again showed 
their fighting spirit by 
coming from behind for the 
second time in two weeks, 
this time salvaging a draw 
against. the Melbourne 
Knighss when all seemed lost. 
With ninety minutes of 
normal time up and the 
Knights two goals ahead they 
looked certainties to register 
their first win of the season. 
But in a remarkable injury- 
time turnaround, Preston 
grabbed a lifeline with a goal 
from Anthony Magnacca and 
then with over five minutes 
injury time played, Johnny 
Sapazoyski scored a dramatic 
equaliser, providing the cue 
for scenes of wild celebration 
amongst the Preston fans. 


e Georgies 


Gilmour must been surprised 
at the space he was in just 
twelve metres out and direct- 

ly ins front, but he coolly side- 

footed past an exposed Past 
Schwalger into the net, 

Roddy Vargas _ restored 
Gully's lead with a shot blast- 
ed into the net from ten 
metres after two efforts from 
Ante Kelic had been blocked. 
‘Vargas was well placed to 
crash in the rebounding ball. 
Georgies had been under 
pressure from a comer and 
had failed to clear their lines 
as first Lubo Lapsansky and 
then Kelic let loose goal- 
‘bound shots. 

A flurry of yellow cards in 
the first half had the desired 
effect: the game settled when 
it could easily have bubbled 
over at times, and only one 
card needed to be produced in 
the second period. 

"The players showed a lot 
of discipline. They were 
strong, (there was) a lot of 
effort anil passion in the tack- 
Jes, but you expect that in 


Vaughan Coveny: Snatched ra the three points fi South Melbourne against 


only goal of the game in the 
fifteenth minute. From a free 
ick on the edge of the box he 
took an extra touch to avoid 


PWOL F A Pts fier two rounds, St the on-rushing wall of 
Green Gully Cavs 2200316 Jbans finds itself defenders and drove the ball 
ae ; 1.4 4 ‘anchored at the bottom of the home from fifteen metres. At 
iiobeo) eda ety fable with no goals and no the other end of the field, 
South Melboume 201 OF ON8: points, after their one-nil loss Anastasiadis was sharp in 
Frankston Pines 2401429 at South Melbourne. goal, denying the St Albans 
: ; Tt was another frustrating attack four times in the first 
Sunshine Georc 24 1 3 8 i 
ee eos eg performance for St Allans as half zlone with his saves. 
Bentleigh Greens Ye ee ee the balance of play was 
Preston Lions 2020332 shared equally between the 
Atona Magic ‘Oech Ormeot ay mC 
ample opportunities in front "man entertaining match at 
Essendon Royals vorto22t of goal, and in the end it was I Olympic Village in 
CakleighCannons «= 1: 0 1:0 2 2 1 the performances of two of Heidelberg, the home team 
A ion Zee Son asd South Melbourne’s oldhands, ran out comfortable winners. 
3 ‘Vaughan Coveny and Dean Former South Melbourne 
Fawkner-Whittesea «= 1 0 1 0 1 1 4 Anastasiadis, that proved the midfielder Bill Damianos set 
MelbouneKrights 2011 1 21 difference. up the opening goal with his 
St Albans Saints 2 0-o2 06a 0 Coveny capped a fine all- free kick that was met with a 
H round game by scoring the  well-struck header from strik- 
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derby games,” said Dobson. 

"But once they did get the 
yellow card, they didn't get 
the second, (s0) we finished 
the game with eleven each." 

The second-half was less 
eventful than the first. 
Tsaltsas and substitute 
Michael Batinovie both had 
chances to extend the lead 
without success.  Balinovic 
had come on for an effective 
Kelic - a new signing from 
the lower leagues who has 
taken the step-up in his stride. 

"Ante (Kelic) is going to 
take a little bit of time to set- 
tle into things," said Dobson. 
"He's the new kid on the 
block. But Tm pleased with 
what he's got to offer.” 

*Sunshine put us under a 
{ot of pressure (in the second 
half),” said Dobson. "The 
goal just before half-time 
gave usa little freedom to sort 
a few things out at half-time 
and make sure we didn't give 
it away, I thought we domi- 
nated the second half." he 
said. 


‘St Albans Saints 


er is Goutzoulis. 
Damianos scored the sec- 
ond himself, profiting from 
some excellent build-up work 
from exciting young winger 
Yusuf Yusuf, whose jinking 
runs were a constant threat to 
the Frankston defence. 
Although Heidelberg were 
deserving winners, Frankston 
were not without, their 
chances, but Heidelberg 
Lou Acevski contin- 
ued his good goalkeeper 
form, including saving a 
penalty, Not to be outdone, 
Frankston’s Marko Sutalo 
also saved a penalty. 


entleigh, most pundits’ 
favourites for the drop, 
provided the shock of the 


"Green Gully (is) very 
good at closing games up,” 
said Taylor. 

"They got numbers behind 
the ball and hit us on the 


round, and perhaps ofthe sea- 
son, when they defeated Last 
season’s Premiers. 

Bentleigh coach Mike 


break. We got in around the 
back of them a couple of 
times, but crosses let us 
down." 


ing the club from the jaws of 
rele~rion and would have to 
be -ased with the spirit his 
te showed to recover from 
th 4-0 defeat in the opening 
read, 


there will be no VPL 

matches this coming 
weekend, as Tianjin FEDA 
FC, a team from the Chinese 
Super League team, will play 
the Victorian State squad on 
Sunday. 

‘The game will be the first 
leg of the inaugural Mayors 
Cup and has been established 
to mark the 25th anniversary 
‘of Melbourne’s sister-city 
relationship with Tianjin. 

Tianjin FEDA. should be 
formidable opponents as their 
squad, which finished sixth in 
last season’s Super League, 
contains four Chinese intema- 
tional players including first 
choice keeper Liu Yunfei,and 
another three from the 
Chinese Olympic squad. 
Sunday's game will be played 
at Bob Jane Stadium at 6pm. 


By Paul Goodwin 


ydney Olympic somehow kept 

alive its unbeaten record under 

new coach Mike Urukalo, but only 
after the most chaotic and electric 90 
minutes of the season that produced two 
red cards, four goals, pulsating football 
and plenty of tension on the terraces at 
Jenson Park, Bankstown. 

The pre-game rivalry was enough to 
raise the temperature towards boiling 
point, but the lid was blown after just three 
minutes when Olympic's star striker Esala 
Masi was sent off for a behind-the-play 
incident that left Bankstown's Marc 
Hoenselaars sprawling on the turf. 

Referee Srebre Delovski consulted his 
assistant before brandishing the red card. 

Yet five minutes later the 10-man 
Olympic stunned Bankstown with the 
opening goal. It was a day to expect the 
unex; 

Bankstown certainly weren't ready for 
Olympic’s raid in the 8th minute, After a 
quick throw on the left Greg Owens got 
down the line and crossed to the near post 
where the very impressive Marino 
Musumeci ghosted in with a glancing 
header to angle the ball across into the far 
comer of the net. The big home crowd was 
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stunned. The story unfolded with Olympic 
keeper Brett Hughes keeping his side in 
the game after that, with a string of first 
class saves, from Sean Babic, Nahuel 
‘Arrarte and Matthew Borg. Olympic went 
to half time leading 1-nil. 

Again, a twist sent the game spiralling 
into a new orbit. Olympic's Matthew 
Gordon was handed two cautions inside a 
minute just after half time and joined Masi 
on the sidelines, Olympic down to 9 play- 
ers and it looked the perfect opportunity 
for Bankstown to go on and win the game, 

In the 69th minute the home side final- 
ly managed an equaliser. 

Shane Webb and Alex Trpkoski 
exchanged passes and then, with the 
advantage of numbers in the box, Trpkoski 
was able to easily pick his spot from ten 
yards. 

Having labored so long and hard for the 
first goal, Bankstown's second came with 
Some ease. Five minutes later it was 2-1 
and things were looking very rosy for 
Peter Tsekenis and his men. 

Chad Gibson played a ball to Borg, who 
laid it back for him, to’ chip a surprised 
Hughes, who appeared to expect the shot 
to clear the bar. 

The ball dropped late and gave the lead 
to the Lions, instead, and after that it 


Sydney Soap en Wayne O'Sullivan (left) clashes with Bankstown Clty 
Lions skipper Peter Tsekenis (right) 


PHOTOGRAPHY: Carlos Furtado 
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OLYMPIC SURVIVES CHAOS 


should have been plain sailing for the boys 
in the red and black stripes, 

But Olympic, with skipper Wayne 
O'Sullivan playing his last game for his 
club, were not finished. 

Collina pushed forward from defence 
and with substitutes, Tarek Elrich and 
Zenon Caravella, working hard down the 
flanks Bankstown somehow let Olympic 
back in the game. 

Five minutes from time and with the 
Lions seemingly looking for a third goal 
and expecting it to come easily again, they 
let their guard drop. 

Elrich got away down the right and was 
bundled over on the edge of the box by 
‘Trpkoski. 

‘The free kick was lifted to the near post, 
where Damon Collina stabbed at it. 

Gibson, on the line, cleared the ball, 
only weakly and Collina picked up the 
loose ball and, from a difficult angle, fired 
it into the roof of the net. 

Bankstown had blown it in a big way 
and they knew it They squandered their 
advantage with some naive work at the 
back, in the latter stages of a tense game 
played out in front of a packed and vocal 
crowd. 

They still had enough time to find a 
winner, a second time, but Hughes was not 
to be beaten again, 


WHO'S HOT: Marino Musumeci 
‘was a constant thorn in the side of the 
Lions, netting a very nice goal early in 
the game and keeping the defenders 
guessing all match, 


WHO'S NOT: A tough one again 
but Sean Babic seemed a little below his 
best and could not really provide the 
spark that was needed by Bankstown to 
kill the game off. 


X-FACTOR: Two players making 
their final appearances for their team, 
Gibson and O'Sullivan, both determined 
to go out on a high note. In the end nei- 
ther did, though Gibson thought he had 
the winner with a cheeky lob over 
‘Hughes only for O'Sullivan to lead his 
side to a courageous draw and walk 
‘away by far the happier of the two. 
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He made one good, late save and was 
rescued by a clearance off the line, too, as 
the visitors somehow escaped with a point. 

Gibson, also playing his last game in the 
NSW Premier League for his club, had 
hoped his winner would be his best mém- 
ory of the game, but it was O'Sullivan who 
would have taken most from his final out- 
ing, leading by example and inspiring his 
side to a dramatic late surge that eamed 


them a precious point. 
Olympic coach Mike Urukalo disap- 
peared right after the game was over, but 
the Bankstown players and their coach 
were a dejected bunch as they remained in 
the dressing room long afier the final whis- 
le had blown, knowing full well that their 
chance to win had been in their own hands 
and a point had been lost that way t00. 


Tempers flared during the match between Bankstown and Sydney 
Olympic when Esala Masi was sent from the field 
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A controversial penalty midway through 
the first half helped Bonnyrigg to a 2-1 win 
over a stubborn Penrith on Saturday night, 
Referee Matthew Breeze awarded the spot 
kick after Roger Galayini had handled the 
ball, allowing Bobby Despotovski the 
opportunity to net an equaliser after they 
were down 1-0 to a Nathan Fleetwood 
strike. Penrith weren't the same team after 
the incident with coach Tony Rasmussen 
describing it as “disgraceful.” 


o 


draw with the Blue Devils in Canberra. 
Despite having the better of the goalscoring 
chances Manly can thank goalkeeper Tom 
Willis for the point after he pulled off a 
reflex save to deay a Daniel Macor penalty 
on the hour mark. The result stretches 
Manly, unbeaten run to four games and 
takes them outside the bottom three. 


BLACKTOWN CITY DEMONS ....2 
PARRAMATTA EAGLES . J 

Blacktown City striker Adam Kwasnik 
proved to be both hero and villain in his 
sides 2-1 win over Parramatta Eagles, 

The leagues leading scorer scored twice. 
in the first half but was sent from the feld in 
the second after clashing with a defender in 
fiery incident, 

Despite withstanding a tate rally the 
Demons took all three points. and con- 
demned the Eagles to a spot in the bottom 
three, 


St. George Stadium, With Taaju Balabanel a 
Tate withdrawal, Saints coach Manny 
Spanoudakis handed a starting debut to John 
Buonavoglia and shifted Allan Wawi to 
striker 

‘The move paying dividends with both 
players scoring goals and playing a big part 
ina win which revives the Saints season, 


‘St George midfield maestro Gabriel Mendez (left) shown tussling with 
Central Coast work-horse Scotty Thomas 


WOLLONGONG WOLVES 0 
SYDNEY UNITED... 1 

Wollongong, miserable season continued 
after they were knocked over 1-0 by the 
Teague leaders Sydney United. A lone 56th 
minute strike from Peter Markovic was 
enough to separate the sides despite the 
Wolves looking the better of the two teams, 
The loss keeping the former National league 
champions in twelfth position, still two wins 
from a coveted top eight spot. 


A.PLA-LEICHHARDT TIGERS ...0 
2 

red 
the form that took them into the top eight 
over Christmas, defeating a disappointing 
ALA. Leichhardt 2-0, 

A freekick from Denis Aliloyic and a solo 
effort from Peter Apolevski were the bigh- 
lights for the Suns who had Paul Bilokapic 
play a starring role in the central midfield. 
The Suns have now crept into eighth spot 
and are giving plenty of cheek. 


BANKSTOWN CITY LIONS .......2 
SYDNEY OLYMPIC FC a 

The Bankstown City/Sydney Olympic 
derby produced its share of dramas with two 
sends off and a raucous kumper crowd at 
Jensen Park. Despite playing with nine men 
for all but five minutes of the second half, 
Olympic rallied under new cosch Micha! 
Unukalo scoring a stunning equaliser via 
Damon Collina and were able to hold out the 
home side during a torid estfive minutes, 


SYDNEY CRESCENT STAR 
MARCONISTALLIONS . 

Veteran Sydney Crescent cer 
Steve Karavatakis proved there is life in the 
old legs yet helping his embattled club pick 
up a valuable point in their clash with 
Marconi, Up 2-0 with less than ten minutes 
to go the Stallions didn’t bank on 
Karavatakis and Tolgay Ozbey staging a 
classic comeback and they did to score twice 
in the last seven minutes to steal a valuable 


+2 


Home Team 
Manly United FC 
Sydney United 


Home Team 

Marconi Stallions 
Penrith Nepean United 
Central Coast United 
Rockdale City Suns 


NSW PREMIER LEAGUE 
ROUND TEN FIXTURES 


FRIDAY 11 FEBRUARY 
Away Team 
Bankstown City Lions 
‘Sydney Crescent Star 


SATURDAY 12 FEBRUARY 
Away Team 

Blue Devils 

St George Saints 

APIA. Leichhardt Tigers 
Wollongong Wolves 


SUNDAY 13 FEBRUARY 
Away Team 
Blacktown City Demons 
Bonnyrigg White Eagles 


Venue 


Marconi Stadium 
Cook Park (St Marys) 
Pluim Park (Gosford) 
St George Stadium 


Oki Jubilee Stadium 
Melita Stadium 


ROUND 9 RESULTS 

FIRST GRADE: Blue Devils 0 Manly United FC 0, Blacktown City 
Demons 2(A Kwasnik 1/36’) Parramatta Eagles 1 (M Dowling 82'), Bonnyrigg 
White Eagles 2 (B Despotovski 28° Penalty, J Sobczyk 67’) Penrith Nepean 
United 1 (N Fleetwood 1"), St George Saints 3 (A Wawi 41, J Buonavogiia 65°, 
B Renaud 90°) Central Coast United 0, Bankstown City Lions 2 (A Trposki 70", 
C Gibson 79°) Sydney Olympic 2 (M Musumeci 8", D Collina 85’), Sydney 
Crescent Star 2 Marconi Stallions 2, Wollongong Wolves © Sydney United 1 
(P Markovic), A.PLA.-Leichhardt Tigers 0 Rockdale City Suns 2 (D Alilovie 
39°, P Apolevski 69’). 

GRADE 20: Blue Devils 2 (A Galliozzi 11’, M Geria 47") Manly United FC 
2 (A Short 44°, } Korocz 60’), Blacktown City Demons 2 (B Vidaic 11/43” 
Penalty) Parramatta Eagles 1 (D Bonne 31'), Bonnyrigg White Eagles 3 (C 
Orricchio 52°, € Camilleri 72', A Canak 85’) Penrith Nepean United 0, St 
George Saints 1 (R Bonifacio 50") Central Coast United 1 (M Mitchell 40°), 
Bankstown City Lions 0 Sydney Olympic 1 (M Ferreira 55"), Sydney Crescent 
Star 1 Marconi Stallions 4, Wollongong Wolves 1 (P Gaffney 10") Sydney 
United 1 (S Tresoglavic 2"), A.PLA-Leichhardt Tigers 2 (B Jenke 22/44’) 
Rockdale City Suns 1 (A Petkovic 55m), 


TOP GOALSCORERS 
As at Sunday 6th February 2005 


22 Adam Kwasnik (BCD) 
Nick Bosevski (RCS), Robbie Cattanach (BD) 
Labinot Haliti (SU), Ilja Prenzoski (CCU), Brent Fisher (MU), 
Esala Masi (SO), Bobby Despotovski (BWE) 
Tanju Balabanel (SG), Daniel Watkins (SG), Pablo Cardozo (SU), 
Luke Tomich (PNU), Shane McGirr (WW), Esala Masi (SO) 


FIRST GRADE 


Blacktown City Demons 
Bonnyrigg White Eagles 
Bankstown City Lions 
API.A. Leichhardt Tigers 
St George Saints 
Sydney Olympic 
Rockdale City Suns 
Marconi Stallions 
Central Coast United 
Penrith Nepean United 
Wollongong Wolves 
Manly United FC 
Parramatta Eagles 

Blue Devils 

Sydney Crescent Star 


COVOOKHOGHOKDHOOH OD 
HAMM NNMONERR ERODES 
NANAHOL ON UNwWRA ONG 


Sydney Olympic 
Marconi Stallions 
Ausiralian Institute of Sport 
Blacktown City Demons 
Central Coast United 
Bonnyrigg White Eagles 
Parramatta Eagles 
Penrith Nepean United 
Manly United FC 

Sydney United 

St George Saints 
Wollongong Wolves 

Blue Devils 

APIA. Leichhardt Tigers 
Bankstown City Lions 
Sydney Crescent Star 
Rockdale City Suns 


SOFNNON ARERR UMAMeOOE 
AN Mesa NwoAwNooCoG 


@SnNrNeaAn-woARawononer 
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‘ew South Wales All-Stars coach 
Ne= Calina has predicted a 

goal-fest ahead of the state 
team’s one-off showdown with Libya 
tomorrow night at the Sydney United 
Sports Centre. 

‘The cream of the New South Wales 
Premier League will lock hors with the 
national team of Libya led by striker Al- 
Saadi Gadhafi, the third son of the 
Libyan leader Colonel Muammar 
Gadhafi in a winner take all exhibition 
match, 

“It would not surprise me one bit to 
see this game end 3-all,” said Culina. 


NSW ALL STARS COACH 
PREDICTS BONANZA 


“[ am genuinely excited by the quality 
of the New South Wales team and we 
intend to turn it on this Wednesday 
night.” 

Without the trials and tribulations of a 
normal league match, Culina is free 10 
express his penchant for good football 
and will unleash one of the most attack- 
ing sides seen in football for many years. 
South American duo Gabriel Chi Chi, 


Saad! Gadhafi formally welcomed to Australia by Soccer NSW 
President Tom Doumanis at Sydney Airport 


Mendez and Nick Carle will be united in 
the All-Stars engine room ina bid to land 
a sucker punch on the visiting African 
nation, 

Excitement machine Labinot Haliti 
who has burnt up the competition for 
league leaders Sydney United this sea- 
son, is also expected to get his first taste 
of representative football adding speed 
and attacking flair out wide. 

“He is one of the best young talents in 
the league and has the potential to be a 
very good player if he continues to listen 
and leam. Sydney United have used him 
in a number of different positions but I 
feel his best position is out wide where 
he can use his speed to maximum effect,” 
he said. 

Culina spent a busy Sunday afternoon 
casting his eye over the Libyan training 
session and was impressed with what he 
saw 


‘Libya are a very 


fluid side’ 

“They look to be a very fluid and 
cohesive side who use the ball intelli- 
gently,” said Culina. They are currently 
second in their group for the World Cup 
and are in front of a team like Cameroon, 
so these guys know how to play football 
and score goals.” 

The game will also mark the last 
opportunity for a handful of players to 
stake their claim for lucrative A-League 
contracts. Mendez, veteran skipper 
Matthew Bingley and defender Paul 
Kohler are three big names without clubs 
in the revamped National League and 
will need a big showing if they are to 
impress the scouts as to their bona fides. 

‘The only setback for the All Stars was 
the late withdrawal of in-form goalkeep- 
er Clint Bolton, who was called into the 
‘Socceroo team to face South Africa. 


NSW All Stars Coach Branko Culina and Libyan World Cup Coach 


Nw P i 


Mohamed Esseleni shared a friendly moment In the build-up 


The Libyan squad Is preparing for a major World Cup qualifier against 
Egypt in Cairo on 27 March 


Libya emerges for new era of sports and trade 


aadi Gadhafi is the third son of 

Libya's leader Col. Muammer 

Gadhafi. This is his first visit to 
Australia. It comes at a time when 
Australian Libyan relations are being 
renewed by both countries. 

‘Trade Minister Mark Vaile led a delega- 
tion to Libya in 2002 and Foreign Minister 
Downer visited in May 2004, a year when 
‘Australia also had a healthy presence at 
Libya's major international trade show. 

‘The Federal Government has started the 
process of opening a trade office and 
Consulate-General in Tripoli (Libya has an 
Embassy once again in Canberra) and is 
expected to upgrade to a full Embassy at 
the end of this year or early 2006. 

Thirty-one year old Sadi Gadhafi is an 
engineer by training but puts considerable 
energy into his sporting interests as a 


soccer player and sports administrator. 
Like some of his Australian counterparts 
(background example swimmer Ian 
‘Thorpe) he has a strong interest in the arts, 
especially cinema. 

He is President of the Libyan National 
Football Federation and Vice Chairman of 
the Libyan Olympic Committee. 

“Sport is big part of both Libya's and 
Australia's daily lives and it is a very solid 
way to help introduce our people, We have 
had great support from Australia's football 
authorities to play in Australia,” said Sadi 
Gadhafi. 


"I believe cinema in particular has the 
capacity to entertain, move and inform 
people. Tt is an art form which makes 
sound but not risk free investments. 
Australia's industry and its actors have 
made real impact." 


“Libya and Australia have had strong 
relations but mostly in the agricultural sec- 
tor, but is time now with Libya's economic 
reforms starting that we see if we can do 
more. Libya has Europe and the US press- 
ing for trade so from my position, why not 
come ard look at investing in Australian 
movies?” 

Goodwill is a Key factor in the visit. All 
gate receipts from the games will be donat- 
ed by Sydney United to tsunami relief in 
south east Asia and the Indian Ocean. 

Ttis thought he will add a personal con- 
tribution to UNICEF Australia's disaster 
relief efforts. 

He knows of the success of Australia's 
film and television industry and has a con- 
siderable fund fuelled from Libya's oil 
exports for business investment outside 
Libya. According to Variety, the 


Hollywood industry journal, his cinema 
fund may touch $100 million. 

During the first days in Sydney of his 
two week visit, the Libyan People's 
Bureau (Embassy) is introducing Saadi 
Gadhafi to business and in particular cine- 
ma sector talent as a Way of opening con- 
tact between Libya and Australia in screen 
investments, 

Libya takes its sports seriously and the 
60 strong delegation of players and offi- 
cials will strike a chord with those they 
meet on and off the field. Saadi's ambition 
is to host z World Cup in Tripoli, a big task 
and of the kind the Olympics showed 
Australia excels at, Preparation for Libya's 
African Cup match against the power- 
house Egyptian team in March is a part of 
the visit. 

Australian Ministers recognise Saadi's 


position in Libya, His discussions with 
Mark Vaile, Alexander Downer, Rod 
Kemp the Federal Sports Minister, the 
Chair of the Parliament's Trade 
Committee ex NSW Minister Bruce Baird 
and the Governor of NSW shows he is 
also on a diplomatic mission. A goal of the 
trip is to assist Libya achieve increased 
profile in Australia and extend relations as 
itis doing actively with others more easily 
after it dropped its weapons development 
program in 2003 to focus on ecoxomic 
development leveraging its huge oil and 
gas reserves. 

"The frightful tsunami disaster in 
December shocked us all. Libya of course 
faces waves of sand, but I want to show 
that we in Libya can add support to 
Australia’s efforts to help its neighbours 
recover from their tragedy,” said Gadhafi. 
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‘oe Marston, Greg Woodhouse and Gabriel 
Mendez don't share a lot in common. Born 
generations apart they carved out their 
balling careers in three completely different 
eras of Australian sport. Despite their apparent. 
differences they are united in one thing the sky 
blue shirt of New South Wales. 

Just on fifty years ago Marston was the cap- 
tain and centre-half for the New South Wales 
side when they took on the touring South 
African's. In a side which included then 
Socceroos Bob Bignell, Bill Henderson and 
Kevin O'Neill they went close to pulling off an 
unlikely victory, becoming the last state team to 
meet a visiting national side from the footballing 
obsessed continent of Africa, 

While the 2-0 defeat at the old Sydney 
Showgrounds is now one for the history books, 
the occasion and the experience in donning the 
sky blue shirt is not easily forgotten as Marston 
explains. 


There is no greater honour than being selected 
in a representative side. Whether or not it was 
New South Wales or Australia you were being 
acknowledged as one of the best players around 
and that is something you don't forget. 

While Marston hung up his boots almost forty 
years ago the state team has had a chequered his- 
tory from the flamboyant 60s and 70s to the con- 
servative 80s and 90s when its status was 
lessened by the export of players overseas. 
During the heady days of the 1970s it served as a 
vehicle to push claims for National team selec- 
tion and saw a young goalkeeper named Greg 
Woodhouse rise to the surface. 

It was the next step in your football career 
between your club and the national team and the 
national coach at the time would always be at 
these games, he said. I played against a number 
of visiting teams like Norwich City, Dinamo 
Zagreb and Red Star Belgrade and if you played 
well you came into calculations. It was the only 


Marconi’s Nick Carle leads exciting All Stars 
midfield packed with talent 


GREATS UNITED IN SKY BLUE 


way you got picked to play for the Socceroos, you 
played well and you got your chance 

While Frank Farina wont be in the grand- 
stand dune to the Socceroos commitments in 
South Africa, current day New South Wales mid- 
fielder Gabriel Mendez will be hoping that 
tonights crowd will contain a couple of A-League 
scouts, 

A veteran of the state scene for over a decade 
Mendez made his New South Wales debut back 
in 1995 against Queensland and is looking for- 
ward to the challenge of meeting the visiting 
Libyans and hopefally earning himself a coveted 
Hyundai A-League contract. 

“Selection in any representative team is a huge 
honour and I'm absolutely delighted to have 
been picked,” he said. “It’s been quite a while 
since I last played for the state but its something 
as a player you never forget. | am really hoping 
we can gel as a team and put on a big perfor- 
mance.” 


Saadi and Spider are ‘mates’ 


Saadi Gadhafi’s friendship at Perugia with Socceroo goal- 
keeper Zeljko ‘Spider’ Kalac is behind the tour of Australia. 

This week Gadhafi spoke of his instant camaraderie with 
the big Australian “When I first arrived in Perugia I asked 
Kalac what I had to do to survive in Italian professional foot- 
ball”, said Gadhafi. 

“He told me straight ‘Go home now!’.” 

That was the start of a relationship that may produce regu- 
lar tours and exchanges between Australian and Libyan foot- 
ball. 

As well as being a professional soccer player with Italian 
Serie B club Perugia, Gadhafi is a former Captain of the 
national team, the current Chairman of the Libyan Football 
Federation and Vice-Chairman of the Libyan Olympic 
Committee. 

“Nothing unites people like sport. Sports bring people 
together from all walks of life. But this is more than a sports 
tour, it’s a tour of friendship and building relationships,” said 
Mr. Gadhafi. 

The President of Soccer NSW, Mr Tom Doumanis, said the 
visit by the Libyan national team was the perfect opportunity 
for the two nations to build a new relationship. 

“Football is the game the world plays and there’s no better 
way for different peoples to come together than by a shared 
sporting passion,” said Mr Doumanis, 


‘Football is our 


share passion’ 

“We look forward to robust competition on the pitch, but 
enduring friendship with the Libyans once the final whistle 
blows.” 

‘The coach of the NSW All Star team, Branko Culina, said 
the match against Libyan national team would showcase some 
top-class football. 

“Libya is preparing for a big FIFA World Cup qualifier, so 
I’m sure they will be very serious about the tour,” said Culina. 

“For the NSW All Star players it’s 4 rare taste of interna- 
tional football and a chance to test themselves at a higher level 
than they are used to. I think the fans will see a great specta- 
cle.” 

Libya plays Egypt in Cairo on 27 March in their next FIFA 
World Cup qualifier. Libya is currently placed second in the 
African Zone Group 3. 

The NSW All Stars feature 12 Hyundai A-League signings 
and leading players from the NSW Premier League in a 20- 
man squad for the international friendship match. 


for the nation’s first ever World Cup in Germany 2006 


AUSTRALIAN AND BRITISH SOCCER WEEKLY — FEBRUARY 8, 2005 


ES eI RRO TL. 


Libyan World Cup team is on the verge on making history for the North African Nation LIBYAN NATIONAL TEAM BIOS 


SAMIR ABBOUD, Position: GK, Age : 32, Club: Ittihad Tripoli, Long- 
established No 1 keeper for Libya and national team captain 


MUFTAH GAZAALA, GK, 24, Ittihad Tripoli, Understudy to Samir at club 
and national team 


an. EL BIRAH, GK, 24, National Tripoli, Young keeper yet to make 
team debut 


WALID OSMAN, Full Back, 26, Aruba, Right full back regular for past two 
years for Libya 


NAJI SHUSHAN, Full back, 26, Ittihad Tripoli, Left full back or centre back 


MAHMOUD SHAFTER, Full back, 30, Ittihad Tripoli, 8-year veteran of 
national team, now a back up player 


YOUNIS ALSHIBANI, Centre back, 24, Olympic Zawia, Star in Olympic's 
2003-04 title win 


(OSAMA HAMAD, Centre back, 28, Ittihad Tripoll, Long-term role in cen- 
‘tte of Libya's back four, team leader and deputy for captain Samir 


ABUBAKER SUIUENEI, Centre back, 22, Al-Alhy, Utility defender new to 
the squad 


The womath auf Austale comes csc ie for inthe : 


ibyan football. 
The North African national has never qualified tor the FIFA fet Seay 
‘orld Cup and the mission to make it to Germany in 2006 is _ : 


elicately poised. : 
the 1 African Zone ‘Three. 
ee 


SAMI EL GAAID, Centre back, 28, National Tripoli, Back up central 
defender in squad 


OTHMAN AL FERJANI, Defensive midfielder, 28, National me Utility 


So Saleen co 2 rn ass weowop Lt player, can also play in back four 
es Cn ed tiie o meeeees Pes BERS Lye He Bina : ABDULSALAM BOUBAKER, Holding midfielder, 30, Olympic Zawia, 
art has progpested thie emnpaigh: Coedivoire =8«55 4 0 1 0 3 42 Rated as one of the top Libyans, 5 years in national team 
Libya has won three World Cup qualifiers in a row, the last Libya See Ase Me Dae AO: NADER ALI ABOULSALAM, Attacking midfielder, 26, tinad Tripol, 
fect 2 Wehr ce Nec Aca ils Eyed Te tarde & a Siete ¥ 2 Skitful, goalscoring midfielder, key playet for Libya 
se ote ‘Osman with five minutes to go Benin § Q : 2 3 ; " 2 MARE! SULIMAN, Midfielder, 28, tihad Tripoll, Central midfield role 
‘Sudan n 


SAADI GADHAFI, Midfielder, 31, Perugia (aly), Skitful goalscoring mid- 
fielder, one-time top scorer in Libyan Championship 


AKRAM ZIDAN, Midfielder, 26, Olympic Zawia, New face in squad, just 
two appearances 


KHALED HUSSAIN, Wide midfielder, 30, Nasser Bengazl, Left sided play- 
er, 8 year veteran of team 


RIDA MILAD, Defensive midfielder, 28, Ittihad Tripoli, Back up player, 2 
years in squad 


SULEMAN ABOUSADEG, Piaymaker, 20, Nationa! Tripoli, Skitful play- 
maker, vital to Libyan team 


In defence, Osama Hamad! is the lynch-pin, with playmaker Sudan, Chad Niger 
satan Reees Nie cart Lee akg var * Neighbouring seas and oceans; Mediterranean Sea 
Alongside Suleman is the ever-dependable Abdulsalem 


AHMED OSMAN, Striker, ao Nasser Bengazi, Scorer of goal in Word Cup 
win over Egypt, fast, versatil 


Libyan footballers prefer a skilful, technical style of Population 
g Libyans will: lo but watch hee (n (rears s Striker, 26, Olympic Zawia, Top scorer for Libya, vital goal 


seen ital 


‘ALI RAHUMA, Winger, 2, Itihaad Tripoli, New player, winger likes to drib- 
ble 


MOHAMED ESSELENI, Coach, 70, Four titles with Ittihad, veteran of club 
and national teams. Coached national team 16 times in 37 years, German 
Influence, prefers 4-4-2 
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Libyan hot-shot Nader Kara has scored 
vital goals in World Cup campaign 


NSW All Stars | 
PLAYED AT: DATE: 
Sydney United Sports Centre, 
Sydney, Australia 9102105 
No Name PS _N_| No Name 
1 Andrew Crews 1 Samir Abboud 
2 Andrew Clark 2 Sami El Gaaid 
3 Matthew Bingley (C) 3 Naji Shushan 
4 Andrew Durante 4 Abubaker Suiuenei 
5 Buddy Farah 5 Marei Suliman 
6 Andre Gumprecht 6 Suleman Abdusadeg} 
7 Labinot Haliti 7 Ahmed Osman 
8 Matt Thompson 8 Mohamed El Birah x 
9 Pablo Cardozo 9 Nader Kara Bisiz ion: 
Gabriel Mendez 10 Nader Abdussalam Labinot Haliti: NSW All Stars red hot 
Anthony Doumanis 41 Saadi Gadhafi midfielder 
Liam Reddy 42 Abdulsalam Tl 
Dean Heffernan 43 Walid Osman 
llija Prenzoski 414 Akram Zidan 
Stewart Petrie 15 Younus Alshibani 
Paul Kohler 46 Muftah Gazalla 
Ben Blake 17 Othman Alferjani 
Nigel Boogard 18 Ali Rahuma 
Nick Carle 19 Osama Hamadi 
Michael Beauchamp 20 Rida Milad 
21 Khaled Hussain 
Mahmoud Shafter 


Referee: 
Assistant Referee; 
Assistant Referee: 


Coach: Branko Culina 


Simon Micallef (Australia) 
Peter Vrikovski (Australia) 
Jonathan Streater (Australia) 


Fourth Official: Con Diomis (Australia) 
Match Commissioner: Greg McGriskin (Australia) 
Referee Inspector: Dennis Micallef (Australia) 


Key P= Player in Starting Line Up (,) S=Substitute (X), _ N=Not Eligible (n) 


22 
Coach: Mohamed Esseleni 


Gabriel Mendez: NSW All Stars silky 


midfielder 


NSW ALL STARS 


CE 


soc 


cE 


the United defence, Signed with the he wasa key member of that successful again burning up the flank with his pace City and. also in Singapore, with 
NSW Newcastle Jets team, Signed with the Newcastle Jets. and smart crossing, Signed with the Tampines Rovers and with Gombak 
Central Coast Mariners. United, is now revelling in a central 


ANDREW CREWS, 31, A well known 
journeyman in the Australian football 
fields, Crews gained an over-due recog- 
nition of his solid talents as a keeper. 
Late replacement for Clint Bolton. 


ANDREW CLARK, 30, now in his 
third season at A.PLA., the gifted 
defender and midfielder began his 
career at Central Coast then, after play- 
ing in Hong Kong and in between hav- 
ing a stint in Malaysia, Clark also played 
some time with Canberra Cosmos, so 
| thas a wealth of experience to call on. 
Signed with the Central Coast Mariners. 


MATT BINGLEY, 33, captain of 
Central Coast and a one-time striker at 
St George who has many years of NSL 


g cna ti Mariners. lively midfielder who loves to get for- presence around the box will be a big 
seis pote pene & ward and scores his share of goals, asset tothe side. Signed with the Central MICHAEL BEAUCHAMP, 23, a 
ee is vast { ABINOT HALITI, 19, one of the despite his main assets as a player of Coast Mariners. defender who has enjoyed NSL action 


knowledge of the game and some silky 
skills to the backline, possessing a calm 
authority in tight situations. 


ANDREW DURANTE, 22, a solid 
defender now with Sydney United who 


has enjoyed plenty of NSL experience 
with Sydney Olympic and Parramatta 
Power, Durante recovered from a seri- 
‘ous injury with half a season in 
Singapore, playing for Balestier, and is 
now back to his best again at the heart of 


BUDDY FARAH, 26, talented and ver- 
satile utility player, usually seen on the 
left and an influential presence through- 
out his career, Farah is a man who has 
travelled widely, playing at Marconi and 
‘Wollongong in the NSL and also spend- 
ing some time in Lebanon. 


ANDRE GUMPRECHT, 39, recruited 
originally by Perth glory and a huge suc- 
cess as an attacking wide man in the 
west then went on to play at Parramatta 
Power before having a season in 
Sirgapore with the SAFFC club, when 
the NSL finished. Now operating in a 
more central midfield role these days 
and most recently seen at Sydney 
Olympic. Signed with the Central Coast 


finds of the season at Sydney United 
where he plays justin behind the strikers 
having graduated from the youth ranks 
last season is scoring goals too. Signed 
with the Newcastle Jets. 


MATTHEW THOMPSON, 22, a qual- 
ity midfielder who kept himself busy 
with winter engagements at super 
League club, Macarthur Rams, before 
linking with Marconi having spending 
some time at Parramatta Power, where 


PABLO CARDOZO, 32, a dynamic 
striker, now enjoying a new lease of life 
at Sydney United after spells at Sydney 
Clympic and Norther Spirit where he 
always demonstrated his deadly skills in 
the box. 


GABRIEL MENDEZ, 31, another one- 
time Spirit and Olympic player who first 
came to notice at Parramatta Eagles and 
captains St George. Throughout an 
injury-troubled career ‘Chi-Chi’ has 
always been admired for his silky play- 
maker skills and dead-ball abilities, his 
incisive passing always a detignt to 
behold. 


ANTHONY DOUMANIS, 23, a very 


industry in the engine room at Olympic, 
Bankstown and latterly Sydney United. 


LIAM REDDY, 23, a goalkeeper with 
Sydney United and formerly with 
Parramatta Power who has been in out- 


standing form again this season. Signed 
with the Newcastle Jets. 


DEAN HEFFERNAN, 24, a left sided 
defender with Marconi who came to 
notice at Wollongong Wolves and who is 


ILIJA PRENZOSKI, 24, the only 
senior member of the squad without 
national league experience the highly- 
rated and versatile striker came to notice 
with Canberra's Blue Devils last season, 
won the prestigious Gold Medal last 
summer and was runner-up to Matt 
Borg, for the Golden Boot and is now 
leading the Central Coast attack with 
some panache. 


STEWART PETRIE, 35, former 
Dunfermline, Northern Spirit and 
Geyiang United striker who has spent 
much of his Australian career on the 
flanks and is a superb crosser of the ball. 
His experience, fierce shot and sheer 


PAUL KOHLER, 25, long time mem- 
ber of the Sydney Olympic set-up who 
has always been regarded as a solid, 
central defender but who has recently 
been seen to advantage in the midfield 


; 


as well. 


BEN BLAKE, 29, rewarded recently 
for his loyalty to Wollongong Wolves, 
this naturally left-sided defender who 
has had spells at Perth Glory, Blacktown 


defending role for his new coach, 
Adrian Alston, at the Wolves. 

Nigel Boogaard, an out-and-out central 
defender, currently with Central Coast 
United and one of the many promising 
youngsters in Grant Lee's side. Signed 
with the Central Coast Mariners. 


NICK CARLE, 23, operates as a for- 
ward or midfielder and has the ability to 
combine both roles much in the mould 
of Gabriel Mendez and other creative 
midfield players. He has spent most of 
his career at Marconi but has travelled 
widely in search of experience, overseas 
and continues to develop as a player 
who can go on and play at the highest 
evel. Signed with the Newcastle Jets. 


with both Marconi and Parramatta 
Power, but now part of the Sydney 
Olympic scene and is a defender who 
many feel is among the best around. 
‘Signed with the Central Coast Mariners. 
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LOCAL-VOCAL-TRIBAL 


Saints snap losing streak 


he St George Saints lost striker 

Tanje Balabanel to a groin 

injury daring the warm-up and 
had to reshuffle their ranks at the last 
minute, but the outcome saw the Saints 
snap a losing streak. 

As things turned out the Saints coach- 
ing team of Manny Spanoudakis and 
‘Aytec Gene certainly pulled the right rein. 
in pushing left-sided player, Allan Wawi, 
up front to accompany John 
Buonavoglia, on debut, as both players 
managed to score in the home team's 
solid 3-0 win. 

Tyan Zelic, who was to have been rest- 
ed, came back into the side to take over 
again from Wawi in defence and man- 
aged over an hour before giving way to 
Simon Verrender. 

~ St George were already missing their 
top striker Daniel Watkins, who had 
failed to recover from a recurring ankle 
injury so the news .of Balabanel's 
absence, too, could have been catastroph- 
ic. 

‘Wawi stepped up to the mark, howey- 


er, relishing his former role as a striker 
where he was first seen to such good 
effect at Wanderers Cedars in the NSW 
First Division a couple of seasons back. 

Raphael Bove and skipper Gabriel 
Mendez were also playing their part by 
giving the front runners good service, 
with the former getting forward as often 
as he could, 

Bove was denied by a good save from 
Coast keeper Matthew Trott, after seven 
minutes and then, in the 20th, BoveCs 
cross from the right, setting up 
Buonavoglia nicely, was headed well 
‘over the bar by the diminutive striker, 
who was making his starting debut, while 
‘Wawi was making one of bis rare starting 


appearances. 

In the 41st minute of a game marred by 
some indiscipline at times, Wawi ran onto 
a nice through pass from Bove to draw 
the keeper well off his line. 

Itlooked a matter of the keeper simply 
booting clear; but Trott elected to try and 
tackle Wawi, with disastrous results. 

Wawi got the better of the keeper with 


Saint striker Allan Wawl shown celebrating St George's victory over 
the Central Coast 


SAINTS. 0 0c eeee ed 


5 eee 
COAST UNITED ......0 
Rockdale. 


superior footwork and was then able to 
take the ball forward and place it in an 
empty net, unchallenged. 

Coast had a chance to draw level in the 
56th when Joel Thiessen's long range 
effort flashed just wide. 

Mendez then engineered the second 
for his side. He sent Wawi away down the 
left and after getting the better of Nigel 
Boogaard Wawi was able to square the 


IND 1: 26/27 February 2005 


Auburn Stars 


ball to his strike partner, Buonavoglia, for 
a quality finish from close range, the for- 
mer A.PI.A., Parramatta and Newcastle 
man showing his skills in finishing off a 
chance that Wawi might well have even 
taken himself. 

Coast had another opportunity to get 
back in the game, in the 69th, when a 
punch from Andrew Crews saw the ball 
land at the feet of Thiessen, but when the 


Coast man fired his shot at the target, 
‘Vince Savocca was there to clear off the 
line. 

A long range shot from Brendan 
Renaud in the 90th minute extended the 
Saints' lead to a flattering 3-0. 

Right at the end Crews pulled off a 
‘great save from Scott Thomas to keep his 
clean sheet and lift his side back among 
the leading teams, 


Continental Tyres Cup 


ROUND 2: 9 March 2005 


ROUND 3: 23 March 2005 


Kellyville Kolts 


Winner Fixture 7 


Western Rage 


Fixtures 19 


Winrer Fixture 20 


Winner Fixture 25 


UNSW 


Hawkesbury City 


‘Winner Forure 14 
Fixtures 20 = 
Fraser Park 


Blacktown City Demons 


Woner Fixture 27, 


Bulll 


Pagewood Botamry 


Winner Fixture 2 
Fixtures 21 
Dulwich Hit 


Blue Devils 
‘Central Coast United 


Doonside Hawks 


Inter Lions 


‘Stanmore Haws 


Norther Tigert 


Winner Firtura 31 


Winnee Fixture 23 


Padstow United 


Port Kembla 


Fixtures 23 


Winner Fixture 8 
Hurstville City Minotaur 


Penrtth Nepean United 


Winner Fixture 20 


Waveriey Old Boys 


Greenisland SC 


Winner Fisture 11 | 


‘Winnee Fixture 17 


Wollongong Wolves 


Parramatta Eagles: 


Brookvale 


Mt Prichard 


Winner Fixture 15 


Winner Fixture 4 


Rockdale City Suns 


Winner Fixture 32 


‘Gymes United 


Roosters FC 


Cant- Marrickville Oly. 


Winner Furture 9 


Winner Foture 19 


St Georga Saints 


‘mt Druitt Town Rangers: 
Hakoah 


Suthertand Sharks 


Winner Fixture 18 


Winner Fixture 26 


Winner Fixture 21 


Gladesville Spirit United 
| —Weat Pennant rales — 


Hajduk Wanderers 


Winner Fixture 12 


Bonnyrigg White Eagles: 


Bankstown City Lions 


Balmain SC 


Gazy Lansvale SC 


Winner Fixture 13 


Winner Fixture 10 


Kogarah Waratahs 
Fairfield City ons. 
Eastwood St Andrews. 


Fixtures 15 
Proupect United 


FC Bossy Liverpool 


Winner Fisture 16 
Innee Fixture 


Marconi Stallions 


Fairfield Buits 
Fixtures 31 
‘Winner Fixture 6 


Winner Fixture 22, 
Fixtures 47 [| 


Winner Ficture 24 


‘Schotieids Scorpions 
Fixtures 16 |}——_______ 
Gladesville United 


Winner Fixture 3 
Fixtures 32 
Winner Fixture 5 


‘Sydney Crescent Star 


Sydney United 


Hille United 
Fixtures 17 
‘Camden Tigers 


Winner Fixture 1 


Macarthur Rare 


Woner Fixture 34 
Fictures 49° |_——_______ 
APLA Letchhartt Tigers 


Ryde City 


Fixtures 18 
White cry 


Sydney Universsy 
Huretvilie 7S 


Manly United FC 


Foetures 50 


| Winner Fixture 28 
i 
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LOCAL-VOCAL-TRIBAL 


NSW PREMIER LEAGUE ACTION 


lug-fest at Belconnen 


By Graham Cooke 


‘anly United coach Phil Moss 
encapsulated this drab 0-0 
W with Biue Devils in a 


phrase — ‘a bottom-of-the-table shag- 
fest’. 

He wasn't pleased and his unhappy 
‘opposite number, Chris Tanzey, left it to 
assistant coach Oscar Langone to make 
the comments after taking a poke at the 
lack of support from the 500-strong 
crowd. "They were silent, so lim going to 
siay silent as well," said Tanzey. 

Maybe there wasnit a great deal to 
cheer — or even jeer — about. Fortunes 
ebbed and flowed, but neither team ever 
looking like taking this contest by the 
scruff of the neck and giving it a good 
shake — something it so badly needed. 

Langone said he could see from the 
first few minutes that a goal would be 
enough to win the game. In the first half 

|| hour it might have gone to the Devils as 
Mike Katz picked out Robbie Cattanach 


for the leading scorer to shoot high. 

‘Suddenly it was Manly's tum. Devils’ 
goalkeeper Nathan Denham partied but 
could not hold a stinging drive from 
Bradley Groves and in the confusion that 
followed it was left to Matt Valeri to hack 
the ball off the line to safety. 

Within three minutes James Monie 
found himself facing Denham in a one-on- 
one dual. The young goalkeeper did 
everything right, spreading himself, 
deflecting the ball off his legs onto the 
cross bar and over for a useless comer, 

‘The incident that could and should have 
decided the game occurred almost on the 
‘hour. John Hutchinson was pulled up for a 
foul in the Manly penalty area. Danny 
Macor's spot kick was well struck and on 
target, but goalkeeper Tom Willis, playing 
his last game for United before heading 
north to join Queensland's A League team, 
judged height and direction perfectly to 
make a fine save, 

‘Tanzey made all three of his allowable 
substitutions in the space of four minutes 


Sydney City Eagles 
soar highest 


ith the completion of round 
10, the second last round of 
Fatsal’s State league, had 
many coaches, teams and clubs getting 
out their calculators for the semi- 
finals, 
The battle between the two giants of 
Futsal saw second placed Sydney City 
Eagles host leaders Sydney Magic and it 
was the eagles that soared the higher. 
With 17 points to make up Sydney 
City started of slowly losing the 12s, but 
regained parity winning the 14s and end- 
ing the magic’s hope of making the semis, 
the 16s was the game of the night, in a 
thrilling, end to end, open and free flow- 
ing 1-1 draw, the Eagles youth flexed 
their muscles hitting double figures, the 
women’s came back from 2 goals down 
to win 3-2 and remain unbeaten while in 
the top of the table clash in the men’s saw 
the Eagles again prevail and in tum 
replaced the Magic at the top of the table. 
| Last seasons club champions Dural 
Warriors played host to North West 
Cougars and accounted for then without 
losing a game winning the 12s, 14s 16B, 
which re took top spot the 16G vs Ryde 
the Youth Mens which also re took first 
place and score drawing the Women’s 
and Men's who with that result confirmed 
their spot in the top 4. 
Five Dock Force hosted the 
Commodores from Kellyville and both 
|| clubs split the points right down the mid- 
|| dle, with the Force winning for the first 
time in the 16B, and winning in the men’s 
to keep their slight chances of making the 
semis alive, while the youth played out an 
|) entertaining 5 all draw, while for the 
Commodores they won the 12s knocking 
the force out of the top 4, the 14s who hit 
double figures and winning the Women’s, 
while the Force overcame Quake in the 
166. 
In the senior only fixtures Westen 
}| Reiders and Homebush/Epping fought 
out a classic in the Women’s with the 
merged outfit beating higher placed 
opposition to confirm their appearance in 
jj the semis, but the Men’s reversed the 
results to equal the points tally, while the 
Raiders 16G remained unbeaten beating 


= 
cE 


FUTSAL 
second placed Magic. 

Central Coast Comets beat 
‘Campedltown Quake in the Womens , but 
with results going against the Comets the 
result was irrelevant, while in the last fix~ 
ture Ryde City took on Penrith Pumas, 
with the Pumas winning by double fig- 
ures in the Women’s keeps them in with a 
chance of qualifying for the semis while 
the Men’s game was called off with 5 
minutes remaining. 

After the weekends fixtures there are 
still many chapters to be written, most 
importantly the Club Championship, with 


Sydney City polling most points vs the _ 


Magic on the weekend, the Magic’s lead. 
was reduced from 17 to 8 but with the 
Eagles still have a catch up game in the 
men’s that lead could be reduced even 
further to a mere 5 points. 

With Sydney City taking on lowly 
North West Cougars the opportunity to 
pick up a full bag of 18 points is defiant- 
ly apossibility which could see them hold 
a 13 point lead meaning that leaders 
Sydney Magic who have held the leader- 
ship since Round 1 need to win 4 games 
and pick up a score draw to finish on top. 

‘This weeks fixtures are as follows: 

‘Sydmey Magic vs Ryde City at the 

Hurstville Sports and Aquatic Centre 

Campelitown Quake vs Dural 
‘Warriors at Centennial Stadium Minto 

Fivedock Force vs Western Raiders 

at Five Dock Leisure Centre Fivedock 

North West Cougars vs Sydney City 

at Valentine Park all games start at 

3.30pm. 
Penrith Pumas vs Kellyville 
Commodores at States Sports Centre 
Homebush and 
Homebesh/Epping take on the 
‘Central Coast Coments also at 
Homebush, those two games commence 
at 5.30, 


€) Blue Devils 


to add youth and pace to the flagging 
Devils. One, Paul Ivanic, made an imme- 
diate impact, his cross finding Cattanach 
‘who stabbed the ball just wide, 

Moss said his side, unbeaten since 
Christmas, came to Canberra looking for a 
win. "So of course we are disappoint- 
ed,"he said. 

"However, we also said that at the end 
of the night we wanted to make sure the 
Devils were stil below us in the table, and 
we achieved that.” 

He paid tribute to Willis and the out- 
standing backline of Pascal Julliard, Alex 
Wilkinson and Adam Israel. "The four of 
them were brilliant; they put their bodies 
‘on the line and never lost their shape." 


Langone agreed the overall spectacle 
was poor. "However, it is at times like 
these that you need the support of the 
crowd, and we are not getting it,” he said. 


"It's a shame when the boys put in so 
much work that there can't be some advan- 


The 
SOGCER WEARHOUSE 


‘The SOCCER WEARHOUSE, previously known as the “Soccer Shop”, has been operating for over 12 
years and is well acquainted with the needs of our game. 


Every facet of the game is covered, The needs of Clubs, Associations, Schools, players, coaches, referees 
& managers can be met by people who understand these needs and have the knowledge to meet your 
requirements. 


All Schools, Clubs, Associations and any other Sporting Body can order sets of strip, tracksuits, socks and 
other apparel by a range of suppliers, including our own brand — State Blues, and receive discounted 
prices on othet brands such as Attack, Covo, Elite, Joma, Kappa, Legea, Lotto, Mitre, Patrick, Soccer 
Shirts International, Umbro, Ultra, UhIsport & many other brands. 
Likewise, the Shop can obtain balls from the five licensee's being: 

Covo, Lotto, Mitre, Attack, Patrick 


Goalkeeping equipment, shinguards, referees requirements, coaching manuals, training aids, books and 
videos, medals, bags, caps, field marking equipment, goal nets & medical items are also available. 


‘The Soccer Wearhouse can also cater for the needs of other sports such as: 


Touch Football, Hockey, Basketball, Netball, Rugby League & Rugby Union. 


‘The Soccer Wearhouse is managed by Roy Ashpole, together with Sales Assistants, Norman Hanley and 
Jason Vella and Sates Consultant, Bill Cullinan. Either of these gentlemen will be please to answer any 


queries. Written quotations are available on request. 
THE SOCCER WEARHOUSE 


Phone: (12-9629-2027/2833 or 02-8814-4438 
Mobile: 0404 864245 


Fax: 02-9629-8021/1051 


swh@soccemsw.com.au 
www.soccerwearhouse,com.au 
P/O Box 6146 Baulkham Hills Business Centre 2153 


235/257 Meurants Lane Glenwood 2768 
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tage from playing in front of a home jj 


ABSW (8) 


Newcastle Jets to align with Sydney United 


By Mark Stavroulakis 


in what will be a first for any 
[ice side this season, 

the Newcastle Jets could 
enter in a feeder club agreement 
with former NSL club and cur- 
rent NSW Premier League side 
Sydney United for the new year. 

Currently setting the NSW 
Premier League on fire, Sydney 
United have enjoyed much success 
since their departure from the 
National League. 

Coach Ziatko Arambasic has 
been able to tab down some of 
Australia’s finest talents that has 
seen the squad perform steadily 
having pulled off some great 
results. 

Ante Milicic, Pablo Cardozo, 
Liam Reddy, Andrew Durante, Joe 
Vekic, Ante Juric and Peter Zorbas 
are just some of the many stars that 
have done their bit in exiting the 
crowd out at Sydney United Sports 
Centre. 

Their professionalism in terms 
of their ground facilities and the 
success of the squad have been 
key ingredients in why the Jets 


have pushed for_an interest in. 


securing them as a-feeder club. 

“Sydney United have so far 
proved to be rather professional 
with their set-up and that is why 
‘we want them to be involved in 
our set-up’, Newcastle Jets chair- 
man Con Constantine stated to 
ABSW. 

“We are currently in 
negotiations so we 
cannot say that the 
deal is done and dry 
but we are looking for 
aclub in becoming our 
feeder side.” 

Ever since his trip 
to England last 
February, Constantine 
has since seen the light 
in wanting a club 
under his wing. 

“Last February, looking at what 
the English have done, I'd really 
like to put through a similar set-up. 


“The big English Premier . 


League sides have at least to or 
three smaller clubs in the lower 
divisions woricing for them. 
“What I mean by that is simply 
having their players venture off to 


NEWCASTLE 
UNITED 


these clubs that are in a lower divi- 
sion and developing them, that is 
the way to go in getting the best 
out of the players with match fit- 
ness being a key in a successful 
career.” 

Constantine hopes that this 
interest could also alert other A- 
‘League clubs to do the same in fol- 
lowing a similar 
pattem. 

“For arguments sake, 
it woald be great to see 
say Sydney FC tag 
dow Sydney Olympic 
as a feeder club, as I 
stated before, this 
could be beneficial for 
both clubs in the 
future.” 
In the club's player 
news, Paul Okon is a strong candi- 
date in becoming the new face at 
the Jets after club cificials spoke 
to the former Socceroo skipper. 

Currently playing with Belgium 
side Oostende, the recruitment of 
Okon to the Jets would surely 
boost the club’s profile in more 
ways than one. 

“[ cannot say anything definite 


on Paul’s situation at the moment 
as he still has another year left on 
his contract in Belgium, but we are 
interested in bringing him here. 

“What people have to realise is 
that we are in the process of speak- 
ing to a few players from over- 
seas”, 

‘Two un-named players from the 
UK. have been pinpointed by 
Constantine and the Jets coaching 
board. 

Tn terms of the coach, the 
Parklea Owner is still persisting 
that Terry Venables will be making 
his way down under. 

“T will say it over and over and 
over again that Terry will be mak- 
ing an appearance in Newcastle 
but until thea Assistant Coach 
Jean Paz de Marigny will taking 
‘ver the club’s pre-season”. 

One such player that is 
rumoured to have «interested 
Newcastle has been Kiwi 
International Vaughan Coveny. 

The Melboumian rejected a 
contract offer from the Victory 
with the Jets poised at possibly 
signing up Coveny. 


Con Constantine: Newcastle Jets chairman could seek 
‘Sydney United as thelr sister club 


at snub 


ead of Melbourne 
Victory’s opera- 
tions Gary Cole 


last week was quite 
bemused after a promising 
young player rejected an 
offer to play with the side 
in this season’s A-League 
competition. 

The Victory has not 
named the player but on 
SBS’ The World Game, its 
believed to be Bulleen's 
Billy Celeski - who is the 
only Victorian in the Young 
Socceroos that hasn't played 
in the National Soccér 
League. 

"One that has surprised 
me is a young Victorian 
player with the (Australian) 
Under 20s * he hasn't played 
a single NSL game but his 
agent seems to think he can 
ask for ridiculous amounts," 
Cole barked. 

"We do not have a bot- 
tomless pit, we have a salary 
cap and the challenge is to 
balance it 

Celeski though could 
choose to further his career 
overseas if no A-League 
club gains an interest in the 
Young Socceroo midfielder. 

Along with Celeski, Kiwi 
international Vaughan 
Coveny has also said no to a 
proposed move to the 
Victory but the clubs is 
soundly confident that they 
will recruit five new signings 
very shortly. 


Spase Dilevski: His return to the Victory could be 


on the cards 
Despite the setbacks, country’s hottest young tal- 
Melbourne has moved ents going around, Dilevski 


quickly to secure another 
five players - three of them 
overseas-based. 

"We are in discussions 
with a Belgian national and 
we have made offers to two 
Australians playing over- 
seas," Cole added. 

"We are also not far away 
from finalising contracts 
with two locally-based play- 
ers." 

One such player that 
could make his way back to 
‘Australian shores is 
Tottenham Hotspurs Spase 
Dilevski. 

Pin-pointed as one of this 


could be on his way back to 
Australia on a very lucrative 
deal. 


Former Australian youth 
international Joshua 
Kennedy is also close in 
signing with the club as is 
Kristian Sarkies and Adrian 
Leijer from the Young 
Socceroos, 

Cole has been rather 
happy with the club’s 
recruitment policy and 
believes that the club is 
poised for future success 
with the capture of some of 
Australia’s hottest young tal~ 
ents. 


Alejandro Salazar 


ydney FC has presented import 

Alejandro Salazar - the son of 

United States (U.S.) marathon 
legend Alberto Salazar - to the media 
at the A-League club's home ground, 
Aussie Stadium. 


‘The 20-year-old midfielder - who 
prefers to be called ‘Alex’ - arrived in 
‘Sydney last Tuesday ahead of pre-sea- 
son training commitments with his new 
team and admitted to knowing little 
about the state of football in Australia 
but watching the likes of Harry Kewell, 
Mark Viduka, Brett Emerton and Lucas 
Neill on TV convinced him Australia 
‘was a good destination. 

"I figure Australia has to be doing 
something right to have all those play- 
ers over there in the Premier League,” 
he explained, 

Salazar cites Tim Cahill as his 
favourite Australian player, but says 
he's more of a box to box player in the 
mould of Roy Keane, or his personal 
role model, Claudio Reyna. 

"We just decided that Australian 
football, versus maybe going into the 


MASTEROOS SHINE DURING 


ere): eF-)q/€-j salazar touches ‘down under’ 


MLS, would be a better fit for me at the 
moment,” he added, 

Salazar’s had plenty of stick back 
home for his choice of club, but his long 
term goal is to play in Europe...and for 
the United States in the 2010 World 
Cup, where he says if the American 
team wins, people will forgive him 
leaving his homeland, 

"I think this is going to help my 
development and at the end of the day I 
will hopefully be playing for the U.S. 
national team in five years.” 

"I'd also definitely like to play in 
England in the top division.” 

In three US College seasons, Salazar 
played 61 matches and scored 25 goals 
and elected to try his luck in the inau- 
gural A-League competition rather than 
g0 in to the Major League Soccer draft. 


TSUNAMI FUNDRAISER 


jhe Masteroos, a team made 

up of ex-Socceroos showed 

that they can still mix it with 

the best when they scored a 3-0 vic- 
tory against the Port Melbourne 
Sharks last week during their 
‘Tsunami fund raiser charity match. 
‘The match was played in extremely 
difficult hot conditions, though was 
played in an excellent spirit with the 


likes of Paul Trimboli, Alan Davidson, 
Eddie Kmeevic, John Markovski and 
celebrity guest Crazy John — John 
Ihan showing that they have lost little 
over the years. 

The only incident of the game was 
when match referee Perry Mur clashed 
heads accidentally with Port 
Melbourne's George Svingos and 
required stitches to heal the wound. 

President of the Port Melbourne 
Sharks, Phillip Diamataris said, "It was 
ironic that poor Perry not only donated 
his services along with the assistant 
referees, but he thought he had to 
donate blood as well. Though I am 
sure The Red Cross will be suitably 
happy with the substantial amount of 
money we were able to raise. 

“There was a healthy attendance of 
about 500 people and I suppose that 
the hot weather deterred many more. 


“Thirty-seven degrees normally 
‘means water sports and the beach to 
many, not football. In saying this we 
are very thankful to the Masteroos, for 
making themselves available and for 
the provision of the high level of enter- 
tainment. 

“They brought back many wonder- 
ful memories for all who witnessed 
this very special event.” 

Masteroos organisers Greg 
Stamboulidis and Terry Paule also 
added, "22 ex-Socceroos in one place 
at one time is a rarity. These guys are 
true ambassadors of the sport and still 
have a lot to offer our game, especially 
now that there are so many positive 
changes generated by the FFA. 

‘We would also like to thank them 
for their efforts as well as the Port 
Melbourne Soccer Club and wish them 
well for their upcoming season." 
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OLD SOCCER TO BECOME ee re 
NEW FOOTBALL IN WA : 


team early last week snapped up 
former South Melbourne NSL play- 
er Mardocca, 
‘evin Campbell AM, | WASA for the approaching “New foothall will havea “A strong association is } SqU#4 that beat Brazil in 2003. ; 
Chairman of the competition season, [encour- foundation in community and crucial to ongoing financial |, Murdocca will play alongside Tom Willis, 
Western Australian age all clubs to throw their in unity, and our commitment and infrastructure support | Matt McKay and Michael Baird, three other 


‘The 20 year old midfielder from Victoria, 
who signed a two year deal with the Lions, 
was a member of the Australian under 20 


Soccer Association support behind WASA for the to help establish a strong soc- from the government,” Mr J members of that Australian Under 20 squad 
(ASA), acknowledged the good of the game,” Mr cer presence in WA is undi- Campbell said. Who have also signed with the Queenslanders. 
support of local clubs that Campbell said, minished. Mr Campbell's comments |, Queensland Head coach Miron Bleiberg is 


have affiliated” swith the “It is time lo take soccer “Soccer is ina much better come ahead of launch activi | “elighted with the signing which brings his 
WASA to ereate a unified into the new era of football, position in WA thanks to the ties and announcements by } SqU#dt0 11, witha further nine places yet to be as 
stractureto take the “world andthe essential foundation creation of WASA, the sup- WASA, Football Federtion J MUSH Paella oe = 
game” forward in Western fortis is astrong and unified port ofthe local clubs, andthe Australia and Perth Glory | _ Massimo i ‘ 
Australia. sport, right here at home at establishment of new links scheduled for Februay. | ™idfield department, During the 10 days he MASSIMO MURDOCCA: Snapped by 
“While the majority of the grass roots. You can’t with Glory and Football has been trialing with us he has shown us an Sm te = 
clubs have affiliated with argue with that Federation Australia. outstanding attitude and work ethic. Massimo _Bleiberg will continue to trial more players 
will seta gocd example for the squad both on it the pre-season Luxury Paints Silver Boot 
and off te field.” competition which concludes in late February. 


MATILDAS TOUR OF | coveny REJECTS 


CHINA CONCLUDES | MELBOURNE 
VICTORY 


came agonisingly the 33rd minute, when the 
close to winning the speedy Lisa De Vanna raced 
By Brendon Davis 
‘ew Zealand striker Vaughn Coveny 


four nations tournament in onto a long clearance by 
Quanzhou, China last night | Cheryl Salisbury, however 
thrashing Russia 5-0 in De Vanna’s attempted lob 
their final match, was grabbed by the lanky 

has rejected an offer to play for the 

Melbourne Victory in the A League. 

In another blow to the Victorian start up, the 

New Zealander has decided to spend the sea- 


With the same number of Russian keeper. 
‘competition points as the kost ‘That however proved to be 

son at South Melboume where he will again 
captain the team, 


nation but a two-goal deficit only the prelude, as two min- 
on goal difference, the utes Australia opened the 
‘Australians were hoping that scoring. The impressive Gill 
Germany would defeat China beating her marker ard laying 
by three goals but they fell off to De Vanna. Her flick 
just short with the Germans pass was a gem to Heather 
taking the final match 2-0. Garriock, who shot across the At Souths season launch, when announcing 
So it left Australia and keeper and inside the far post Coveny as captain, President George Donikian 
China locked on the same fora well worked goal. told the large crowd Coveny had received an 
competition points and with Two minutes leter De offer from the Melbourne Victory but he has 
six goals for and three against Vanna made it 2-0, when rejected it. 
for the tournament leaving good work on the right saw ‘This announcement was meet with tremen- 
China to be awarded the Rhian Davies get free and dous cheers by the South faithful who have 
championship due to defeat- whip a cross to the back post, been alienated by the National League believ- 
ing South have been shabbily treated by the 
Lowy team. 
Media reports had wrongly stated Coveny 
has agreed to join the Victory. 
‘The combination of Coveny and Salapasidis 
has proved a major hit with the Blues faithful. 


ing Australia 3-0 when the Gill brought the ball down 
Its believed that Newcastle United have © Vaughan Coveny: Kiwl International 


‘two countries met on Sunday. brilliantly with her chest and 
In what was the most con- _volleyed the ball back across 
red it i 1 has rej amove to A-Lé 
Australia's five-il thrashing of Russla Se ge gee Rec imine ne Vek 


McMahon excited by Perth Glory opportunity 


team at the tournament, the hand to head home, 
‘Australian team completely ‘The Australians didn’t let 
dominated its opponent to up in the second half and it 
lead by two at the break and was Gill who got her just 
then add another three in the rewards with a goal, when 
second half, with Kate Gill she meta flick-on at the back 
grabbing a double. post with a volley that gave 
Coach Tom Sermanni was the Russian keeper no 
delighted with the team's per- chance. 
formance. Gill then grabbed a second 
"The girls played excep- with a simple tap in 11 min- 
tionally well,” said Sermanni. utes later, after a terrific run 
"We expected that we into the box by De Vanna. ‘ew Perth Glory “The offer came sight out i's an incredible opportuni- fap 
could win this match but 1 ‘The all important fifth goal head coach Steve of the blue to be honest and ty." 
‘was surprised by how much that Australia needed to have McMahon admits everything has happened so © McMahon, who has suc- 
control we had." any chance of winning the } he's "really excited" about quickly. I was on a shortlist cessfully managed Swindon 
"The tournament has been tournament duly arrived with ‘taking a major role im rein- of four or five before being Town and Blackpool, added: 
good one for us and we will five minutes remaining, when} yigorating Australian foot- offered the job and I had no —_—"I'm not sure of how high 
take a lot out of it.” Gill again turned her defend- ball this year, hesitation in accepting. the standard is over there but 
Running with a strong er, but was brought down in The Liverpool hero told "It wasn't that difficult a 1 am aware that there is a lot 
liverpoolfe.tv this week: "I decision to make. My chil- of good talented players. 
see move to Australia asa dren arenolongerschoolage "It's a brand new league 
tremendous challenge for sothere's no problem on that and consists of the best eight 
me, front. teams from the likes of 
“Australia is highly “Till be going over onmy Sydney, Brisbane, Mel- 
regarded around the world in own at first. My wife will bourne, Newcastle, Adelaide 
so many different sports, and stay in England to sorta few and, of course, Perth. 
Ihave no doubt that this can things out and then join me, “There's also a team from 
also be achieved in football. "I've got an initial 12- New Zealand so it should be | = 
The potential is limitless and month contract with the really interesting. The Perth Glory’s new coach Steve McMahon is 
Tm confident I can play a option of a further 12- Australian Premiership, if buzzing for the commencement of the 
role in this. months. I'm really excited, you like!" A-League season 


Kate Gill: The Matildas star notched up a double In 


wind in the first half, the box for a penalty. 
Australia had a lot of posses- Salisbury made no mistake 
sion and pinned Russia back with her spot kick. 
in its haf for long periods 
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SOCCEROOS TO BATTLE IRAG 


jhe Premier of NSW, Mr 

Bob Carr announced that 

the Qantas Socceroos 
would play Iraq in Sydney the 
first time the two countries have 
met at senior international level 
for more than 30 years. 

The match will be played on 
Faster Saturday (26 March 2005) at 
‘Telstra Stadium kick off at 7pm. 

Trag (equal 44) - who made the 
semi-finals of the Olympic Football 
Tournament at the Athens 2004 
Olympic Games - is currently 
ranked 14 places ahead of Australia 
(58) by FIFA. 

"This historic match will help 
grow and strengthen the bond 
between our two countries," Mr 
Carr said, 

“It will also be a great chance for 
local fans to see our best players 
tum out in the green and gold in 
their own backyard.” 

Australia and Iraq met at senior 
level twice in March 1973 as part 
of Australia’s successful 1974 FIFA 
World Cup qualification campaign. 

On that occasion, Australia won 
3-L in Sydney with the other match 
ending 0-0 in Melbourne. 


‘The two nations also met in the 
quarter-finals of the Athens 2004 
Olympic Football Tournament with 
Iraq wining 1-0. 

Mr O'Neill said barring injury a 
full-strength team would tum out 
for Australia. 

"This is a match of national sig- 
nificance," Mr O'Neill said. 

"This year we embark on a cam- 
paign to qualify for the World Cup 
for the first time in over 30 years 
and this match is a key part of that 
preparation." 

"[raq has been through much tur- 
moil and we are delighted that we 
will be telping to rebuild Iraqi foot- 
ball." 


Tickets for the match will go on- 
sale the week commencing 14 
February with a family of four able 
to attend for around $50. 

“Mr Carr said the match was part 
of the State Governments ongoing 
commitment to football. 

"We want to help to promote, 
grow and develop the world game 
in Australia," Mr Carr said. 

"That is why last May I launched 
the "Freedom and Friendship Cup” 
between the Socceroos and Turkey. 


"Last October I also launched 
the Johnny Warren Soccer 
Academy a $1.5 million State 
Government initiative that will 
enable our best young players to 
access the best possible training at 
home," 

Easter Saturdays match would 
be a key part of preparations for 
both countries for forthcoming 
qualification matches for the 2006 
FIFA World Cup finals. 

Mr Carrsaid the match was great 
opportunity for the Australian - 
Tragi community to come out and 
‘Support their team. 

In NSW local government areas, 
the highest proportion of Iraqi born 
residents includes Fairfield and 
Liverpool. 

Football Federation Australia 
(FFA) chief executive John O'Neill 
says he is confident the Socceroos 
will field their strongest possible 
line-up when they face Iraq in 
Sydney at Easter, 

‘The first senior match between 
the two sides for more than 30 
years will be played at Homebush's 
Olympic Stadium on March 26, the 
FFA revealed. 


PERTH GLORY 
DELAYS FLOAT 


Perth Glory chalrman Nick Tana has decided against the 
club floating 


he Board of Perth Glory 
Soccer Club has decided 
‘to not proceed with the 
public float of the club. 

"There is significant exciting 
change taking place to football in 
this country at the moment and 
after careful consideration we 
believe the timing is not right to 
proceed with the float”, said Perth 
Glory Chairman Nick Tana. 

"With the Hyundai A-League 
yet to commence we are moving 
into unknown territory and every- 
body involved is taking a leap of 
faith. The club feels that it is 
important for the Hyundai A- 
League to be more established with 
the new A-League clubs to develop 
their respective markets and the 
older clubs to further strengthen 
theirs. 


"We are confident it will be a 
success and there are also new 
opportunities’ being identified 
through Football Australia's recent 
intention to further integrate into 


Asia. This is intended to deliver 
increased number of home games, 
increased sponsorship opportuni- 
ties, and considerably increased 
television exposure.” 

Football Federation Australia 


Head of Operations Matt Carroll 
supported the decision of the Perth 
Glory Board. 

We think it's a very suitable 
decision that has been made. As 
the Hyundai A-League gets under- 
‘way and grows it will put the club 
in amuch better position for people 
to decide on their investment strat- 
egy." 
‘Mr Tana also pointed to recent. 
developments as another factor 
behind the board's decision includ- 
ing the inclusion of Perth in 
Rugby's Super 14 competition from 
2006, That team will play out of 
Members Equity Stadium which 
the State government has commit- 
ted a further redevelopment to the 
cost of $25 million. This will bring 
substantial benefits and new oppor- 
tunities to the venue which Perth 
Glory's subsidiary Allia Holdings 
has the management rights for the 
next 19 years. 

"It is the beginning of what 
promises to bea yery lucrative new 
era in Australian football under the 
leadership of Mr Frank Lowy and 
Mr John O'Neill. Perth Glory is 
very confident that Australian foot- 
ball will significantly increase in 
profile and size and we will con- 
tinue to work hard to ensure Perth. 
Glory remains at the forefront of 
the game in this country" said Nick 
Tana. 


"The re-launch of Perth Glory 
this Friday will be the start of 
something big for the club and its 
fans in a new exciting era. We are 
already well under way to further 
strengthen the club's administration 
and after the announcement of 
Steve McMahon as the new Head 
Coach, we will shortly finalise a 
highly competitive playing squad". 


‘The game will be Australia's last 
match before the. Confederations 
Cup in Germany in June, which 
will be followed by World Cup 
qualifiers against Solomon Islands, 

Mr O'Neill said he was confident 
that top players would be available 
for selection all the way through the 
2005 campaign. 

"This is the year where there is a 
lot of pressure on the Socceroos, 
but itis the year where the players 
themselves want to qualify for the 
World Cup,” he said, 

"T think you'll see, barring seri- 
ous injury, every time they play this 
year it will be our best team." 

Also last year Iraq visited 
‘Western Australia for a series of 
friendly matches. 

Footballing ties between the two 
countries were boosted by the 
appointment of former Perth Glory 
handler Bernd Stange 2s the team's 
coach under the former regime of 
‘Saddam Hussein. 

‘The German quit bis post last 
year, saying continuing security 
problems and attacks on foreigners 
made it impossible for him to carry 
on. 


By John Bonacci 


‘2 2 recent interview with 
John Bonacci, Socceroo, 
‘Thompson, cited the 
professionalism of Melbourne 
Victory and the A-League, as 
the reason behind returning 
from Europe to lead Melbourne 
Victory’s attack. 

With Thompson's contract at 
Lierse, his home for the past four 
seasons, duc to expire midycas, 
Archie had no doubts where he 
wanted to continue his career. 
“My club offered me an extension 
‘on my contract. I've heard so 
much about the A-League and 
Melboume Victory taking off and 
being on the right track, I thought 
it might be great to be part of the 
club, especially now that it is so 
much more professional.” 

Lierse did battle, however, to 
score the signature of the striker, 
who is currently the top scorer at 
the club, 

Thompson’s agent, John 
Grimaud, who dealt with the con- 
tract proceedings, stated that the 
negotiations were finalised very 
quickly and in a professional 
manner upon the presentation of 
the contract and added, “There is 
no doubt that Archie Thompson 
will excite the people that watch 
Melboume Victory play.” 

About the transfer itself, 
‘Thompson added, “I didn’t deal 
much directly with Melbourne 
Victory, [et John Grimaud do the. 
work. I spoke to Emie Memick a 
few weeks before I started seri- 
ously thinking about it, but at that 
stage, I was actually thinking 
about staying in Europe longer.” 

Archie is also looking forward 
to linking up with another new 
signing, Michael Ferrante, to lead 
Victory’s charge in the A-League, 

“I know Michael Ferrante, and 
it will be good to play in the same 


Younis Mahmoud and Anthony Danze (right) during the 
Olympic match between Australia and Iraq 


‘The Iraqi soccer team was for- 
merly under the overall control of 
Saddam's late son Uday, who was 
reported to have tortured and 
humiliated players. 


*As Iraq emerges in the post- 
Saddam era sport is playing a vital 
tole in its revitalisation,” Mr 
ONeill said, 


Melboume Victory's new signing Archie Thompson has 
had a fan website dedicated to him 


team as him, He did really well at 
youth level in England with West 
Ham, and will be a good player 
for Melbourne Victory.” 

With the Socceroos set to 
travel to South Africa in February, 
and take on Iraq and an Asian 
Select XI in March on home soil, 
Australian fans are looking for- 
ward to seeing Archie don the 
green and gold again, the colours 
wom when Archie blasted his 
way into the record books with 13 
goals against American Samoa. 

‘Thompson is yet to hear from 
‘National Team officials regarding 
the three coming Intemational 
matches. 

“T’ve been playing really well 
here in Europe and am scoring 
goals, and by moving to Australia, 
A might be a little bit more under 
the microscope, and he (Frank 
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Farina) might be able to see me a 
Tot more. I haven’t heard anything 
from the National Team at this 
stage for the games against South 
Africa or Iraq, but I'd love to be 
part of the team for these games, 
especially the ones in Australia.” 

Archie Thompson fans have 
already welcomed the move back 
to Melbourne, and an Archie 
Thompson fan club and website 
has been constructed to inform 


one of Australia’s most underrat- 
ed players. 

The site can be found at 
wwwaarchiesback.com and is wel- 
‘comed by the striker. 

“T heard about that actually. I 
spoke to Gary Cole and he men- 
tioned something about a website, 
That's just brilliant. Thanks.” 
Registration is free, and the site. 
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PLAYERS 
IMPLICATED IN 
MATCH FIXING 


erman authorities 
shave seen evidence 
that four games 


were fixed and said at least 
10 players are suspected in 
a scandal that has rocked 
the country 16 months 
before it hosts the World 
Cup. 

‘The national soccer feder- 
ation, which for the first time 
was allowed to review police 
investigation files, said that 
referee Robert Hoyzer has 
confessed to rigging four 
games after being bribed by 
a Croatian betting ring. 

The federation added that 
Juergen Jansen, one of four 
referees accused, is suspect- 
ed of manipulating the only 
Bundesliga game among 10 
games believed to be fixed. 
Jansen, who has worked 147 
Bundesliga games, denied 
fixing Kaisiserslautem's 3-0 
win against Freiburg on 
Sept. 27. 

“I didn't do what I'm 
accused of, Let me fall over 
dead if that's not true,” 
Jansen told the Passauer 
Neue Presse newspaper. 

Afier instigating country- 
wide raids last week, Berlin 
prosecutors said four refer- 


Gerhard Mayer-Vorfelder, President of the German 
Football Federation, has vowed to carry on until 
the 2006 World Cup despite calls for his head over 


ees and 14 players were . pea ree air ce as 
among 25 people suspected Police seized bank ees alerted federation offi- 
of fixing at least 10 games, 2¢counts and property worth —_cials of their suspicion about 


about $3.17 million during 
the raids of 19 homes. There 
were no arrests. 

‘The scandal erupted two 
weeks ago when four refer- 


Hoyzer. Hoyzer told prose- 
cutors that Jansen and 
Dominik Marks each rigged 
two games and implicated a 
third referee, Felix Zwayer. 


World soccer's ruling body 
wants a quick end to the 
‘worst soccer scandal to hit 
the country in more than 30 
years. 


OLD TRAFFORD 


ty of their Old Trafford 
stadium to 76,000. 

The Premier League club 
are to add 7,900 seats, which 
could earn the team another 
£5 million per season. 

Work on the ground will 
begin before the end of the 
‘season with the new seats set 
to be installed before to the 
2006-07 season. 

"This is great news," 
United director of communi- 
cations Phil Townsend said. 


"We believe this will be of The capacity of Manchester's Old Trafford will 


ABLE 


wtuguese defender 

: Abel Xavier signed a 

Portuguese defender Abel Xavier has found anew five-month contract 
with . 


with Italian club Roma. 


BERKOVIC BOLTS 
FROM POMPEY 


‘sraeli midfielder Eyal Berkovic also had spells Celtic and Blackburn 
Berkovic has left with Southampton, West Rovers. 
rtsmouth by mateal Ham United, Sccttish club 
consent to return hiome, the 
Premier League club said 
on their website. 


The 32-year-old interna- 
tional joined Portsmouth 
from Manchester City 12 
montis ago and played 28 
matches for the club. 

"Eyal Berkovic has decid- 
ed to finish with football in 
England and has asked if he 
can retur to Israel so his 
contract has therefore been 
cancelled by mutual agree- 
ment," Portsmouth chairman 
Milan Mandaric said. 

"We thank Eyal for his 
time at the club and wish 
‘both him and his family well 
for the future." 


Teagues and some bigger 
clubs in those leagues, all the 
others involved have been 
‘very supportive of this idea. 
Tn 2006-07, clubs will need 
to include a minimum of four 
home-grown players — two 
from within the club and two 
from the same association — 
in a squad. That number will 
be increased to six the follow- 


‘A announced new 
rules on home- 
grown players fore- 


UEFA eventually will 
insist on eight players in a 25- 
man squad being home- 


Israeli midfielder Eyal Berkovic says he Is finished with football in England. 


UEFA WANTS MORE 
HOME-GROWN PLAYERS 


ABEL 


The 32-year-old, who 
played for Portugal at 
Euro 2004, was without 
team after being released 
by German club Hannover 
in July. 

Xavier already has Serie 
A experience having played 
for Bari in the 1995-96 sea- 
son. 

Famous for his bleached 
blond hair and beard, he 
has also enjoyed spells 
across Europe with 
Galatasaray, Liverpool, 
Everton, PSV Eindhoven 
and Benfica, 


grown - four trained within a 
‘club's academy and four with- 
in the same national associa- 
tion — as part of an effort to 
limit the influence of foreign- 


ing season and eight in 2008- 
09. 


UEFA defines a club- 
trained player as one who has 
been registered for a mini- 
mum of three seasons with 
the club between the age of 
15 and 21. 


ors. 

European soccer's ruling 
body also will press ahead 
with plans for the measure to ‘The nationality of the play- 
‘be adopted in domestic com- _ ers will not matter in order to 
petitions. avoid any Bosman-style chal- 

"We think this is a reason- lenge in European courts, 
able compromise based on all Of the 32 teams in last sea- 
the consultations we have son's Champions League, five 
had," UEFA chief executive clubs would not have had 
Lars-Christer Olsson said. enough home-grown players 


huge benefit to the club and increase to 76,000 with new seats to be added to “Although we have had nega- to meet the requirement of 
the fans." the sides of the main grandstand. tive responses from some eight. 
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The high powered Chelsea squad was one of 27 
teams In last season's Champions League who did 
not have enough home-grown players to meet 


za 


ASTON VILLA 
ARSENAL .........2..13 


hampions Arsenal returned to their fluent 
best, ripping Villa to shreds during a one- 

sided first half at Villa Park. 

Fredrik Ljungberg opened the scoring after 10 

minutes before Thierry Henry and Ashley Cole 

finished in style to seal the points before the 

half hour mark. 

Colombian Juan Pablo Angel, who missed two 

penalties in midweek, salvaged some home 

pride after the break with a goal. 


CRYSTAL PALACE .....0 
BOLTON .......02000ef 


B olton's extended their winning run to seven 
consecutive games in all competitions after 
midfielder Kevin Nolan scored a controversial 
winner and Palace missed a hatful of chances. 
Nolan scored in a 31st minute goalmouth 
melee, following up a blocked Stelios 
Giannakopoulos shot with an effort that Palace 
defender Emmerson Boyce hooked back after it 
had crossed the line, according to the linesman. 


LIVERPOOL ..........3 
FULHAM a 


ack-to-back league wins keeps Liverpool in 

the hunt for a Champions League qualify- 
ing place next season. 
New Spanish striker Fernando Morientes made 
it two goals in two games with an early header 
before Fulham striker Andy Cole levelled seven 
mintues later, Finnish defender Sami Hyypia 
claimed Liverpool's second after meeting 
Steven Gerrard's free kick in the 63rd minute 
with a glancing header and Czech striker Milan 
Baros putsthe result beyond doubt on 77 min- 
utes. 


MANCHESTER UTD ....2 


BIRMINGHAM CITY .....0 
nited followed up their thrilling 4-2 win at 
Arsenal in midweek with a workmanlike 2- 

0 victory that included captain Roy Keane's 

50th goal for United. 

Both sides hit the woodwork in the opening 45 

minutes, with Wayne Rooney's header being 

tipped on to the crossbar for United and City's 

Walter Pandiani hitting the bar with a powerful 

volley. Keane, who had not scored since 

November 2003, fired home in the 55th minute 

and Rooney lobbed home their second after a 

defensive blunder. 


MIDDLESBROUGH 


BLACKBURN .........0 
iddlesbrough are still in the battle for 
European football next season and were 
made to work for the points at the Riverside. 

Stewart Downing provided the pass and French 
defender Franck Queudrue the finish with a 
smart shot on 35 minutes. Rovers piled on the 
second half pressure and Boro had midfielder 
Ray Parlour red-carded at the end. The defeat 
means the visitors can still get dragged into the 


Manchester United's Cristiano Ronaldo 
(left) gets ahead of Birmingham’s Mehdi 
Net 


Fi SR iat 
Frank Lampard of Chelsea has his last minute shot put wide of the post by Da 


telegation dogfight. 


NEWCASTLE UTD .....1 
CHARLTON ...........1 


‘rustration and boos from the St James' Park 

faithful as Graeme Souness's side were held 
to a draw and could easily have lost. 
Newcastle provided all the early pressure and 
had to wait until the 52nd minute for Kieron 
Dyer to break the deadlock with a deflected 
shot, set up by a header from skipper Alan 
Shearer, The lead lasted only a minute, though, 
before Danish midfielder Dennis Rommedahl 
lashed home a fine equaliser and the visitors 
went on to create enough chances to win it. 


NORWICH .. aeeee ed 


WEST BROM . eee 
he match was dubbed a "12-pointer" by 
Norwich boss Nigel Worthington before 

kickoff and his side were twice behind before 

Damien Francis scored the winner in the 85th 

minute, 

West Brom took a 41st minute lead through 

Robert Earnshaw after a poor clearance by 

keeper Robert Green, while Russell Hoult let in 

a soft goal at the other end four minutes later 

from a Craig Fleming header. Loan player 

Kieran Richardson restored West Brom's lead 

just after the re-start before Gary Doherty lev- 

elled again for Norwich with a 62nd minute free 
kick and Francis won it with a superb volley. 


TOTTENHAM 
PORTSMOUTH ........1 


‘ottenham's new Egyptian striker Mido was 

the toast of White Hart Lane after scoring 
twice on his debut as the hosts came from a goal 
down to take all three points. 
Portsmouth took the lead with a Diomansy 
Kamara header from Patrik Berger's corner. 
Mido grabbed a 34th minute equaliser and then 
added a second in the 57th off a pass from strike 
partner Jermain Defoe. Ireland striker Robbie 
Keane sealed the win in the 83rd minute. 


CHELSEA ...........0 
MANCHESTER CITY ....0 


unaway leaders Chelsea were forced to set- 
tle for a goalless draw as Manchester City 
frustrated the leaders at Stamford Bridge. 
It took some desperate defending from the visi- 
tors to keep Chelsea out, and in particular a 
stunning point-blank save by David James in 
the final minute to deny Frank Lampard. 
William Gallas' first-half header was also 
cleared off the line. 
in, 2 


SOUTHAMPTON 


EVERTON ............2 
Mis Bent grabbed a stoppage-time 
equaliser to frustrate relegation-fighting 


James of Manchester City 


Southampton again as Everton drew 2-2. 

They looked certain winners when Peter Crouch 
and Henri Camara replied to an explosive early 
strike by former Saints favourite James Beattie. 
The Toffees had gone ahead in the fourth 
minute when Beattie volleyed home a half- 
clearance by deputy goalkeeper Paul Smith but 
Saints had enough opportunities and possession 
to snatch their fourth win of the season. 


Robble Keane sealed the win for the 
Spurs In their win over Portsmouth 


EPL FIXTURES 


Saturday, February 12th, 2005 
Everton v Chelsea 
Birmingham v Liverpool 
Blackbum v Norwich 
Portsmouth vy Aston Villa 
Bolton y Middlesbrough 


Sunday, February 13th, 2005 
Manchester City vy Manchester Utd 


Sunday, February 13th, 2005 
Arsenal vy Crystal Palace 


Aston Villa 1 Arsenal 3, Crystal Palace 0. Bolton 1, 
eee 3 Fulham 1 Manchester United 2 Bimingham 

0, Middlesbrough kburn 0, Newcastle United 
1 Chartton 1, Norwich City. 3 West Bromwich 2, 
‘Tottenham 3 Portsmouth Manchester Cit 


rs 
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Bamstey 0 Sheffield Wed 0, Bradford 1 Tranmere 1, 
Brentford 1 Milton Keyes 0, Chesterfield 0 Hartlepool 1, 
Colchester 0 Blackpool 1, Huddersfield 1 Luton 1, Hull 1 
Bristol 1, Oldham 1 Swindon 2, Peterborough 2 

1, Port Vale 2 Bournemouth 1, Torquay 2 
Doncaster 1, Walsall 2 Wrexham 2, 
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raving just retumed from Italy, a country where one could 
‘overdose on football, it makes you realise that foot- 
ball in Australia is such a long way behind Europe in terms of 
player development and media coverage. 

‘The Viareggio Coppa Camevale is undoubtedly the most pres 
tigious club Under 20 toumament in the world. Juventus, Inter, 
AC Milan, Lazio, Roma, Parma, Fiorentina, Bayern Munich, 
‘Werder Bremen and Newcastle United were just some of the 
‘competitors in the 2005 edition. 

The tournament's president, Alessandro Palagi, told us in 
Viareggio last week that he hopes to expand the size of the 
‘overseas contingent at the Coppa Camevale. 

OF the 40 participating teams, 23 were Italian teams and 17 
‘wore foreign, Palagi said thatthe tournament eventually hopes 
decrease the Italian presence to 15 and make up the remaining 
places with overseas clubs. 

‘The standard of competition at the Under 20 lével, in Italy 
called the primavera, is teally astonishing. For instance 
Juventus, who played A.PLA. in their third Group 1 match. 
‘when they had already qualified for the next round, were never 
going to give the Australian minnows a look in. 

Inthe enda five goal defeat was probably generous as Juventus 
also hit two crossbars, missed a penalty and wasted at least 
three clear cut chances in front of goal. 

So what makes the difference between a young player in Italy 
and a young player in Australia? The answer is time, 

In Italy, given that children attend school for six days a week 
‘until about 1.00pm only, it frees up the afternoon for football 
taining, 

Children can train all year round in fairly good conditions in 
daylight and avoid the dreaded winter evening taining ses- 
sions that is all too familiar in Australia. 

‘The daily training regime and the Saturday afternoon or 
Sunday aftemoon game, is in complete contrast to What hap- 
pens in Australia, 

Children here attend school for fairly long hours and, at best, 
train twice a week in the evenings and perhaps even less in 
winter. 

The traditional Saturday moming game frees up the weekend 
butin reality this lack of training is precious time lostin the for- 
mation and development of a young player. Hence by the age 
of say 16.a young player is much more developed and skilful 
in Europe. 

‘Australia also provides a range of other sports thar are simply 
‘not available to young people in Europe, Other football codes 
and cricket in particular often end up taking away from foot- 
ball some of our very best players. 

The legendary Australian cricketing twins, Steve and Mark 
Waugh, were excellent football players until they left school 
and could have been promising Socceroos instead of crick- 
eters. But, like so many others, they had to make a choice 


would seriously want to alter the school system ordeny young 
people the variety of choices that Australian life presents but, 
perhaps, greater media coverage would be a starting point. 
Coverage of football in Italy is at saturation point. It is very 
hard to avoid it no matter how bard you try, Children too there- 
fore are fed a constant barrage of football highlights and shows 
‘and this can only influence their choice. 

However, in Australia football coverage is largely dependant 
‘on a few sources such as SBS and ABSW. Greater coverage of 
this great game cam only lead to a stronger desire by children 
to not only play the game, but also pursue it as an attractive 
career path. 

‘The Football Federation of Australia with the new A-League 
has made it clear that it wishes to take football to a greater audi- 
ence. 


Sydney readers can tune into 98.5 FM on Sunday nights 
at 10,00pm for all the latest soccer news from the local 
and overseas competitions. Yours truly, Joseph Carlucci, 
Stuart Jones, John Romeo, Robert Scarselletia and 
Mark Stavroulakis are part of the team. 


Cagliari’s striker Esposito (centre) Is fouled by Lecce's goalkeeper Vincenzo 


Sicignano. 


PALERMO .. woeal 


JUVENTUS .. -+0 
juventus suffered a second successive defeat as 
they went down 1-0 at Palermo. 

Franco Brienza's 13th-minute goal decided a pul- 
sating contest and lifted Palermo to the lofty heights 
of sixth place. 

Gianluigi Buffon could only punch Eugenio 
Corini’s free-kick out as far as the edge of the box 
where Brienza was standing unmarked. The 25-year- 
cold midfielder took one touch before sending a left- 
footed curler back past the outstretched hand of the 
Juve Keeper. 


AC MILAN 


LAZIO ..cueneeeee 
hampions AC Milan cut Juventus's lead at the 
‘top of Serie A to two points when a stoppage- 

time goal by Hernan Crespo eamed them a 2-1 win 

over Lazio. 

Milan appeared to be on the verge of their third 
defeat in four matches when Massimo Oddo put 
Lazio ahead from the penalty spot in the 56th minute. 

‘With 18 minutes remaining, however, a superb 30- 
metre free kick by European Footballer of the Year 
‘Andriy Shevchenko put the hosts level. 

Tt seemed the visitors would hold out for a point 
but, in the fourth minute of stoppage time, Crespo 
sealed a last-gasp victory by poking home the 
rebound after a Kaka shot struck the post. 


PARMA 


INTER MILAN ..... 
‘man Inter Milan hit two late goals to salvage 

a 2-2 draw at struggling Parma. 

After Marco Materazzi had been sent off for a 
deliberate handball, Henrique Fabio Simplicio gave 
Parma the lead with a 36th minute penalty and 
Alberto Gilardino doubled the lead after 59 minutes 
as the hosts. 

Ivan Cordoba pulled a goal back for the away side 
15 minutes from the end, and then six minutes later 
Christian Vieri slotted home the equaliser from the 
penalty spot. 


SAMPDORIA .......+..-1 


FIORENTINA .........0 
ams id opps ere Ufo 
jan easy 3-0 win after the Viola had two men sent 
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off in the opening 10 minutes of their Serie A meet 
ing, 

“The result was never in doubt once Valeri Bojinov 
‘nd Daniele Delli Carri had been dismissed and goals 
from Francesco Flachi, Max Tonetto and Aimo 
Diana were the least Sampdoria deserved for a 
patient display. 


CHIEVO . 


MESSINA . 

A first-half strike from top-scorer 

jribocchi was enough to eam Chievo three 
points against Messina. 

In their first meaningful attack, Franco Semioli 
skipped down the left-hand side before curling over 
dangerous centre that was met with an equally good 

It flashed past Marco Storari and into the Messina 
net io give Chievo the advantage and the striker his 
sixth of the season. 


AS ROMA . eens | 


BOLOGNA See | 
[state ie infrm Bologna 

point from their clash against Rome at the 
Stadio Olimpico. 

‘Della Rocca scored on the hour mark to cancel out 
‘Vincenzo Montella's ninth-minute opener and allow 
his team to maintain their positive run. 

Roma failed to take advantage of numerous 
opportunities and were made to pay as the visitors 


proved why they have avoided defeat in their last. 


seyen encounters. 
REGGINA ... waned 
SIENA .... seed 


Rie eae ig late comeback to steal 
‘point from the jaws of defeat in a thrilling 3-3 
draw at home to Siena. 

‘Simone Vergassola opened the scoring for the vis- 
itors after just six minutes, and Reggina fell further 
behind when Enrico Chiesa doubled the lead after 26 
minutes. 

Ivan Franceschini halved the deficit just before the 
break, but Chiesa bagged his second goal of the after- 
noon 13 minutes into the second half to restore 
Siena's two-goal advantage. 

However Marco Borriello pulled a goal back for 
Regginanine minutes from the end of the match, and 
then two minutes later the home side completed an 
incredible fightback by making it 3-3 thanks to a 
strike from Carlos Paredes, 


CAGLIARI 


LECCE ......:. 
‘les dismissal of Lecce goalkeeper Vinoeuzo 

Sicignano proved the turning point in an other- 
wise even game at Sant Elia that finished 3-1 to 


ari. 

Cagliari had edged ahead in the first half through 
Massimo Gobbi in an eye-catching display before 
taking their foot off the gas and allowing their mid- 
table visitors back into the match with goal from 
Mirko Vucinic. 


‘But when Sicignano was sent off for a profession- 
al foul on Mauro Esposito, the game swung the home 
side's way and the 25-year-old Italian struck twice 


late on to seal the game for Cagliari, 
BRESCIA ...... 0 
UDINESE ....... A 


‘dinese picked up an important three points that 
lifts them back into third place by beating 
Brescia 1-0, 
A late goal from Vincenzo Iaquinta settled the 
encounter in favour of the visitors from Udine at the 
Stadio Mario Rigamonti. 


ATALANTA 


LIVORNO ............0 
talanta beat Livorno 1-0 to claim only their sec- 
‘win of the season but they remain in des- 
perate straights at the foot of the table. 
Veteran defender Luigi Sala scored the only goal 
at the Stadio Atleti d'Azzurmi after 23 minutes. 


SERIE 


| Sampdoria 3 Fiorentina 0, Palermo 1 
Juventus 0, Roma 1 Bologna 1, Atalanta 1 
Livorno 0, Brescia 0 Udinese 1, Cagliari 3 

| Lecce 1, Chievo 1 Messina 0, Parma 2 Inter 
Milan 2, Reggina 3 Siena 3, AC Milan 2 
Lazio 1, 


1Juyentus 
2Milan 
SUdinese 
Inter Milan 
SSampdoria 
6Roma 
‘TPalermo 
8Cagliari 
9Reggina 
10Bologna 
ULecce 
12Chievo 
13Livomo 
14Messina 
15Lazio 
16Fiorentina 
17Parma 
18Siena 
19Brescia 


WO ARHISIM ABOU ERAS 


WUBUNAIIII®ecCeS 


Arezzo 2 Verona 1, Catanzaro 2 Astoli 3, 
Empoli 2 Triestina 0, Modena 2 Crotone 0, 
Perugia 1 Catania 1, Pescara 1 Treviso 0, 
Salernitana 4 Genoa 0, Venezia 3 Ternana 3, 
Vicenza 4 Albinoleffe 1 


Ww 
B 


F A Pts 
46 -2449 
12 36 -2144 
12 45 -3141 


L 
1Genoa 2 
2 
g 
il 6 33 -2241 
7 
8 
i 
U 


2Empoli 
3Verona 
4Perugia 
STorino 
6Treviso 
TAscoli 
Piacenza 
9Albinoleffe 
10Vicenza 
11.Cesena 
12Catania - 
13Arezz0. 
14Modena 
15Ternana 
‘16Pescara 
17Bari 
18Salernitana 
19Triestina 
20Crotone 
21Catanzaro, 
22Venezia 


12 29 -2241 
12 29 -2641 
ul 35-3240 
WL 1 29 -3135 
9 G -3134 
10 1 414 
8 30 -3334 
af 2932 
6 35 -3131 
10 27 -2721 
8 -3031 
9 -3630 
2428 

33 --3927 
25-3527 
4 -3323 
24 4521 
19 -3519 


BRRBRPRRRRRRRRERRSRRAR 


Modena handed four point deduction. 
Bari docked a point for fan violence. 


CHAMPIONS 
LEAGUE 


First Knockout Stage 
Real Madrid (Spain) vs Juventus (Italy) 
Porto (Portugal) ys Inter Milan (Italy) 
Barcelona (Spain) vs Chelsea (England) 
Werder Bremen (Germany) vs Olympique 
Lyon (France} 

Liverpool (England) vs Bayer Leverkusen 
(Germany) 

PSV Eindhoven (Netherlands) vs AS 
Monaco (France) 

Manchester United (Englan¢) vs AC Milan 
(aly) 

Bayem Munich (Germany) vs Arsenal 
(England) 


First Knockout Stage 
First leg - February 22-23 
Second leg - March 8-9 
Note: Inter Milan will play the second leg 
of their tie on March 15. 


(Quarter-finals 
First leg - April 5-6 
Second leg - April 12-13 


Semi-finals 
Fint leg. ~ April 26-27 
Second leg - May 3-4 


Final: 
May 25, Istanbul 


UEFA CUP 


FIRST KNOCKOUT STAGE 
Graz AK (Austria) vs Middlesbrough 
(England) 

Heerenveen (Netherlands) vs Newcastle 
United (England) 

Basel (Switzerland) vs Lille (France) 
Parma (Italy) vs VEB Stuttgart (Germany) 
Sporting Lisbon (Portugal) vs Feyenoord 
(Netherlands) 

Alemania Aachen (Germany) vs AZ 
‘Alkmaar (Netherlands) 

‘Austria Vienna (Austria) vs Athletic 
Bilbao (Spain) 

Partizan Belgrade (Serbia & Mon.) vs 
Daipro Dnipropetrovsk (Ukraine) 
Valencia (Spain) vs Steaua Bucharest 
(Romania) 

‘Ajax Amsterdam (Netherlands) vs AJ 
‘Auxerre (France) 

CSKA Moscow (Russia) vs Benfica 
(Portugal) 

Fenerbahce (Turkey) vs Real Zaregoza 
(Spain) 

Panathinaikos (Greece) vs Sevilla Spain) 
Shakbtar Donetsk (Ukraine) vs Schalke 04 
(Germany) 

Olympiakos (Greece) vs Sochaux (France) 
‘Dynamo Kiew (Ukraine) vs Villareal 
(Spain) 

First Knockout Stage 


First eg - February 16-17 
Second leg - February 24 


Seconmd Knockout Stage 
Fint leg - March 10 
Second leg - March 16-17 


Quarter-finals 
First leg - April 7 
Second leg - April 14 


Semi-finals 
First leg - April 28 
Second leg - May 5 


Final 
May 18, Lisbon 


SE 


UEFA CUP, 


BELGIAN JUPILER LEAGUE 
Lierse O Club Brugge 2, Beveren 3 Sint- 
Truiden 1, Brussels 0 Standard Liege 1, 
Mouscron 4 Lokeren 1, Oostende 1 Mons- 
Bergen 0, Racing Genk 1 La Louviere 0, Gent 
0 Anderlecht 0, Cercle Bruges 0 Westerto 0, 


Charleroi 1 Germinal Beerschot 0. 

P WOL F A Pts 
1Club Brugge21 18 2 1 58 1356 
2Anderlecht 19 13 3 3 42 1942 
3Genk 21°126 3 32 2042 
Astandard =21 12 4 5 37 2140 
SCharleroi 21 115 5 28 2138 
6laLouvire 20 10 4 6 30 1834 
7AAGent 21 104 7 31 2434 
BWesterlo 21 9 3 9 21 3130 
Qlokeren 21 8 6 7 26 2630 
10Lierse 21:8 49 37 3628 
‘(1Beveren 21 7 & 10 29 3525 
‘12Mouscron 21 6 4 11 29 3022 
13Cercle 21:6 4 11 28 5322 
‘14Beerschot 21 5 5 11 18 2420 
1Struiden 21 5 § 11 24 3820 
46Mons 20 4 3 13 23 3615 
‘7Brussels 21 4 2 15 18 4114 
1800stende 21 2 6 13 19 4412 

CROATIAN FIRST DIVISION 

P WOOL F A Pts 
‘Hajduk 18 112 5 32 1835 
2Rijeka 18 9 6 3 31 1833 
3Varteks 18 101 7 37 2434 
inter 189 3 6 22 1830 
SOsijek 187 7 4 26 2628 
Slaven 18 8 4 6 17 2028 
7Dinamo 187 6 5 34 2327 
‘8Kamen 188 2 8 23 2126 
9Zagreb 87 3 8 22 2124 
70Pula 14 6 8 16 2218 
‘Zadar 18 4 1 13 22 4513 
12Medimurje 18 2 3 13 14 379 

DUTCH EREDIVISIE 


De Graafschap 2 Feyenoord 7, Willem i 3 
NEC Nijmegen 1, Den Haag 2 Den Bosch 0, 
Heerenveen 1 AZ Alkmaar 3, Ajax 1 Twente 
Enschede 2, Utrecht 2 NAC Breda 0, RKC 
Waalwijk 3 Groningen 0, Vitesse Amhem 3 
Roda JC 0. 


Pow F A Pts 
aPsV 20 16 54 1251 
2alkmaar = 20 15 49 14.49 
3Ajax 20 12 a4 1941 
4Feyenoord 20 10 50 27 35 
SVitesse 20 10 34 27 33 


6Heerenveen 20 9 


DL 

31 

a1 

5 3 

55 

Sar 

5 6 
7Utrecht §=20 9 5 6 25 132 
‘BRoda 208 5 7 36 3129 
NAC 207 6 7 28 027 
10Waalwik 20 7 6 7 26 2727 
‘A1Groningen 20 7 4 9 28 3625 
12Willem i! 20.7 4 9 25 3325 
‘a3twente 20 7 4 9 24 2625 
‘14Den Haag 20 5 4 11 23 3419 
A5NEC 204 7 9 22 2819 
‘A6Roosenda 20 3 2 15 24 5111 
17Grafschap 20 2 5 13 21 5111 
18Den Bosch 20 2 3 15 11 489 


ENGLAND FOOTBALL LGE 2 
Northampton 2 Cambridge 2, Swansea 1 
Southend 1, Bristol 3 Grimsby 0, Bury 0 
Darlington 1, Chettenham 2 Rochdale 0, 
Chester 3 Rushden & Diamonds 4, Lincoln 3 
Oxford 0, Macclesfield 3 Yeovil 1, Notts 
County © Mansfield 4, Scunthorpe 2 
Kidderminster 1, Shrewsbury 4 teyton 
Orient 1, Wycombe 1 Boston 2. 


Darlington 341 13 
Northampton 29 12 
Boston Utd 30 11 
Chettenham 31 14 
Rochdale 30 11 
Leyton Orient31 10 1; 
Bristol Rovers34 9 1 
Oxford Utd 34 11 
Mansfield = =30 10 
Wycombe 30 10 
Grimsby 30 


5 
8 
5 
6 
8 
Lincoln Gty 30 13 9 
8 
9 
1 
1 
9 


28 40 32 
31 40 30 
27 44 28 
24 58 24 
16 27:44 


Rushden & D' 34 
Kidderminster31 


Cambridge Utd 931 3 12 


FRENCH LIGUE 1 
Lille © Sochaux 0, Ajaccio 0 Istres 0, Auxerre 
2 Saint-Etienne 2, Bordeaux 0 Bastia 0, Lyon 
A Toulouse 0, Marseille 3 Rennes 4, Nantes 
0 Monaco 0, Nice 1 Metz 1, Strasbourg 5 
‘Caen 0, Paris St Germain 0 Lens 2. 


P WOL F A Pts 


‘lyon 25 14.104 35 1252 
2ulle 25 129 4 30 1645 
3marseile «625 13 5 7 33 23.44 
AMonaco «24 11 103 34 2043 
SAuxerre 25 12 6 7 36 2542 
6Sochaux 25 9 8 8 30 2335 
Troulouse 25 9 8 8 26 2635 
BBordeaux 25 6 145 26 2232 
9Rennes 2 9 5 11 26 3032 
‘ostEtienne 24 6 135 29 2234 
‘Lens 25.7 108 25 2534 
12PSG 25.6 127 25 2330 
‘13Metz 257 9 9 22 3130 
‘A4Nice 2% 6 118 29 3429 
‘Nantes «8625 6 9 10 20 2427 
‘1éStrasbourg24 5 9 10 26 3124 
47Caen 2 5 9 14 18 4224 
‘18Apcclo «6-24 4 119 18 25 23 
“19Bastia 2 5 8 12 18 3123 
20Istres 25 2 12 44 «14 23:18 
HELLENIC NATIONAL LEAGUE 
Panionios 0 Olympiakos 2. 

P WOL F A Pts 
‘(Olympiacos 17 12 4 1 33 9 40 
‘2AEK 17:9 7 4 25 1334 
BPAO 17:10 3 4 28 1133 
AXanthi 178 5 4 26 2029 
S5PAOK 177 & 6 23 2325 
6Egaleo 175 9 3 16 1324 
7Hakidona 17 5 7 5 16 1522 
80FI 75 5 7 2220 
gPanionios 17 5 5 7 11 1520 
‘A0kallithea 17 4 7 6 24 2519 
‘A1lraklis 175 48 15 1919 
412Aris 173 9 5 15 1918 
‘3ionikos «8917 4 § 8 11 2247 
‘1dErgotelis 17 4 3 10 14 2915 
‘5kalamarias 17 3 6 8 13 2815 
1ékerKira «17 3 5 9 «(12 2114 

GERMAN BUNDESLIGA 


Bayern Munich 2 Bayer Leverkusen 0, 
Bochum 1 Arminia Bielefeld 4, Hannover 1 
Borussia Dortmund 3, Hansa Rostock 2 
Schalke 2, Mainz 0 Bertha Berlin 3, 
Numberg 1 Hamburg 3, Stuttgart 1 
Kaiserslautern 1, Moenchengladbach 3 
Freiburg 2, Wolfsburg 2 Werder Bremen 3, 


P WODL F A Pts 
‘Bayem 20125 3 38 2041 
2Schalke 20 122 6 30 2638 
3stuttgart «20 105 5 38 2635 
ABremen 20 10 4 6 43 2534 
SHertha 20.8 9 3 33 1733 
Gleverkusen 20 9 5 § 35 2732 
7Hamburg «20 101 9 35 3031 
BHannover 20 9 4 7 26 2231 
SWolfsburg 20 10 0 10 35 3230 
10Kaiser 208 4 8 28 2828 
‘Dortmund 20 6 7 7 23 2525 
‘12arminia 20 7 4 9 20 2625 
‘13Ndmberg 20 6 6 B 34 3424 
‘4aMnchen 20 6 6 8 25 3324 
15Mainz 20 6 4 10 27 3522 
‘16Bochum 20 3 7 10 26 4216 
‘17Freiburg 20 3 6 11 17 4415 
18Hansa 22 7 1:17 «4113 

PORTUGUESE SUPERLICA 


Gulmaraes 1 Braga 0, Rio Ave 1 Penafiel 0, 
Uniao Leiria 1 Belenenses 0, Estoril 1 Porto 
2, Gil Vicente 2 Beira Mar 0, Nacional 4 
Moreirense 4, Maritimo 3 Sporting Lisbon 0, 
Vitoria Setubal vs Boavista - Tuesday AEDT. 


PoWODL FA Pts 
Porto 20107 3 26 1437 
‘2Benfica 2 114 5 33 2137 
3Brega 20 106 4 29 15 36 
4Sporting 20 105 5 41 2735 
SBoavista «819 104 5 24 2334 
6Martimo 20 8 9 3 23 1633 
7RoAve 20 7 103 27 2234 
BGuimarezes 20 8 5 7 20 1829 


Valencia's Francisco J. Munoz 'Xisco’ celebrates his goal against 


Real Sociedad. 
‘9Setbal ee aT 72 Numancia 0, Levante 0 Sevilla 3, Malaga 0 
‘10Leiria 206 9 5S 20 1927 Mallorca 0, Real Betis 3 Osasuna 1, Villarreal 
‘TiNacional 20 8 3 9 27 2927 2 Santander 1, Deportivo La Coruna 1 
12Belenenses20 7 4 9 29 2725 Athletic Bilbao 1, Barcelona 0 Atletico 
‘13Gil Vicente 20 6 5 9 22 2423 Madrid 2. 
‘1aPenafiel 20 6 2 12 18 3620 
ASEstoril 20 5 4 14 23 2919 P WODL EA Pts 
‘16Moreirense20 3 8 9 17 3017 ‘(Barcelona 22 163 3 43 1651 
‘17Beira-Mar 20 4 5 14 21 3917 2Real Madrid 22 15 2 5 41 16 47 
1Académica 20 3 4 13 14 3013 BValencia §=22 10 8 4 35 2138 
sevilla 2115 6 26 338 
SCOTTISH FA CUP LAST 16 Svillarreal =22 10 7 5 37 1837 
Aberdeen 2 Invemess CT 4, Alloa Athletic Betis 22: 107 5 33 2437 
livingston 1, Hearts 2 Kilmamock 2, 7Espanyol 22 105 7 26 2435 
Hibernian 4 Brechin City 0, Queen of the 8Atiético 22 9 5 8 24 2032 
South 0 Dundee Utd 3, Ross CountyO Clyde Athletic 22 8B 7 7 35 2831 
0, Ayr United 0 St Mirren 2, Dunfermline 10Deportivo 22 6 115 31 3129 
Ceitic 3. ‘(Osasuna 22:8 «5 9 32 3729 
‘(2aragoza 22 8 4 10 28 3428 
P WOOL F A Pts 13Getafe 22 7 5 10 22 2526 
Cettic 24 202 2 «53 1962 ‘idlevante 22 7 4 11 25 3625 
Rangers 24 185 4 51 1159 15Real S 22:6 5 14 26 33 23 
Hibemian 23 13 4 6 41 2943 ‘Albacete 22 5 8 9 20 2923 
Hearts 24 108 6 27 2138 47Malaga «22-6 «4 «12 45 3022 
Aberdeen 24 106 8 24 2336 qsRacing §=22, «5S 6S 11-20-3324 
Motherwell 25 9 3 14 28 3130 19Mallorca 22 4 6 12 21 36 18 
Kilmamock 24 9 2 13 34 4029 20Numancia 22 3 5 14 13 37 14 
InvermessCT 24 6 7 11 27 3525 
Dunfermline 24 5 6 13 24 3621 TURKISH SUPER LICA 
Dundee 25 6 13 26 4521 Galatasaray 5 Gaziantepspor 1, Kayserispor 
Dundee Utd 24 3 9 12 25 4018 3 Diyarbakirspor 0, Malatyaspor 2 
Uvingston 24 4 & 16 19 43 16 Ankaraspor 1, Rizespor 1 Konyaspor 1, 


SERBIA & MONT. FIRST LEAGUE 
Pow 


DL F A Pts 
‘(Partizan 15 132 0 398 41 
2Crvena 15 122 1 38 1138 
32eta 15 111 3 30 1234 
40FK 15 8 1 6 22 1825 
SBuducnost 15 7 2 6 24 2023 
6Zemun 15 6 4 5 18 4922 
Wojvoding 15 5 4 6 18 1919 
Ssutjeska 15 5 4 6 13 2119 
9kKula 154 6 5 16 1818 
‘10Smederevoi5 4 5 6 9 1517 
‘(Beograd 15 4 4 7 13 2016 
‘12cukaric§ 15 4 4 7 15 1816 
‘(3Borac 15 4 4 7 12 2216 
140bilic 15 3 4 8 16 2713 
‘SHajduk «= 15 1 5 9 11 298 
‘(6Zeleznik 15 1 4 10 12 267 

‘SPANISH PRIMERA LIGA 


Real Sociedad 3 Valencia 3, Real Madrid 4 
Espanyol 0, Albacete 2 Zaragoza 1, Getafe 1 


Samsunspor 1 Fenerbahce 1, Denizlispor 6 
‘Sakaryaspor 1, Sebatspor 0 Trabzonspor 1, 
Besiktas 1 Genclerbirligl 1, Istanbulspor vs 
‘Ankaragucu - Postponed. 


PWODEL F.A Pts 
‘Fenerbahce 18 15 2 2 45 10 47 
2alatasaray 19 14 3 2 37 1245 
STrabzonspor19 13 4 2 37 14 43 
ADenizispor 19 10 3 6 30 2233 
SBesiktas 19 9 6 4 42 2633 
GRizespor 19 8 6 5 24 1530 
7Malatyaspor 19 8 4 7 27 2428 
BGadlanteps 19 8 3 B 29 3027 
Qsamsunspor19 7 3 9 26 3424 
10Genclerbii 19 6 5 8 22 26 23 
‘(Diyarbakir 19 6 4 9 19 3122 
A2Ankaraspor19 6 4 9 26 2822 
A3Konyaspor 19 4 9 6 32 3924 
‘1aankarag 18 5 4 9 14 2719 
‘5Ssakaryas 19 5 2 12 23 43 17 
‘élstanbulspr18 3 6 9 16 26 15 
AWKayserispori9 4 2 43 25 42 14 
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FORMERSGLUBS:sPerth) Gory, 
Wolongony Wolves, | 
Newcastle Breakers; 
SyaneyaOly mpc 


